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ON THE FIRING LINE. 





This issue of The Journal is published at Tulsa, 
which will hereafter be headquarters of the pub- 
lication. A suite of rooms in the Democrat build- 
ing will be occupied by the office, editorial and 
mechanical departments and the concentration of 
forces will undoubtedly work to the benefit of the 
publishers, as well as insuring a more up-to-date 
and newsier paper. 

Since June, 1910, The Journal has experienced 
a wonderful growth, under the present manage- 
ment. Increased advertising patronage alone has 
made possible the employment of a news gather- 
ing force which is greater than that employed by 
any trade paper devoted exclusively to the oil 
and gas business. 


Advertisers are getting their money’s worth in 
circulation greater than any other oil publication 
can boast. Comparisons are cordially invited and 
full details will be cheerfully given. It is quality 
circulation, too; individually paid and no padded 
lists, paid for by interests seeking to influence 

. public opinion. The Journal goes only to people 
who are interested in oil and gas; every adver- 
tisement inserted in its columns represents an ac- 
tive, reliable concern. No advertisement is accep- 
ted unless the publishers are assured that the 
reader who answers will not be a victim of mis- 
representation. Faké stock companies and pro- 
moters are absolutely barred. 


There will be no change in the policy of The 
Journal. It will cover all fields in detail and will 
continue to grow, serving the best interests of the 
oil industry as a whole. Correspondence on any 
subject relating to oil or gas is cordially invited 
and The Journal’s columns are open to any reader 
who. has anything of interest to offer. 





An interesting example of the attitude of public 
officials in their dealings with the public service 

_ corporations is shown in the case of the Iroquois 
Natural Gas Company’s application for permission 
to consolidate several companies in the Buffalo 
field. After much argument a stipulation was 
entered into, whereby the company agreed that the 
increased capitalization should not be used as a 
lever in an increase of rates. At the final meeting 
of the commission, it was insisted that the stipula- 
tion be changed to guard against adverse action 
by the company providing a reduction in rates 
was demanded by the city. Going or coming, the 
corporation has little show with the legislators. 


* 








NOVEMBER PIPE: LINE REPORT. 





The total receipts of crude oil from the wells 
for Nevember were 6,800,968 barrels including the 
receipts from the Pennsylvania grade fields, Lima, 
Illinois, and the runs of the Prairie Oil and Gas 
Company from Kansas and Oklahoma. In October 
the runs were 7,401,194 barrels and 7,240,925 bar- 
rels in September. The decline in November as 
compared with the October figures amounted to 
600,226 barrels. In round numbers this decrease 
was made up of 230,000 barrels in the Mid-Conti- 
nent division, 200,000 in Illinois, and 160,000 bar- 
rels in the eastern fields. In the Pennsylvania and 
Lima fields the total runs were 2,023,108.53 bar- 





rels, an average of 67,436 barrels a day, as com- | 


pared with 2,188,334 barrels and an average of 
70,591 barrels a day for October. 
the Illinois wells were 2,106,040 barrels, an aver- 
age of 70,201 barrels in November, and 2,310,159 | 
in October. The report of the Prairie Oil and Gas | 
Company gives the total runs, representing the | 
greater portion of the Mid-Continent production, as | 
2,671,819 barrels, an average of 89,000 barrels per | 
day. In October the report of the same company 
gave the runs as 2,902,708 barrels, a daily average | 
of 93,635. 

The deliveries of crude by the eastern lines in 


The runs from | 


| 


| period of time. 


November amounted to 5,149,269 barrels—a de-| 
crease of 851,048 barrels from the October ship- | 
ments—and an average of 171,642 barrels per day. | 
The regular deliveries of Illinois oil amounted to | 
1,469,507 barrels, or 29,491 less than in the long| 


month of October. 
amounted to 2,777,582 barrels, 
more than the previous month. 


or 29,982 barrels 
The average of 


The Mid-Continent deliveries | 


} 


the Mid-Continent shipments was 92,586 barrels | 


as against 88,632 barrels in October. 

Gross stocks held by eastern pipe lines were re- 
duced 86,756 barrels during the month as com- 
pared with a reduction of 1,060,685 barrels in Oc- 
tober, 480,090 barrels in September, 148,570 bar- 
rels in August and 417,895 barrels in July. The 
total reduction in stocks of these lines for the 
five months amounts to 2,193,926 barrels. The 
gross stocks of Illinois oil on December 1, as rep- 
resented by the report of the Ohio Oil Company 
were 20,211,934 barrels, showing a decline during 
November of 1,147,548 barrels. The total amount 
of oil of the Illinois grade held by all pipe lines 
on November 30 was 44,398,621 barrels, as com- 
pared with 44,545,738 barrels on October 31, the 
decline for last month being 147,117 barrels. The 
report of the Prairie Company covering Mid-Con- 
tinent stocks shows the largest decline since they 
reached the maximum for the year on last June. 
The total stocks November 30, held by this com- 
pany, were 41,741,559 barrels, showing 359,270 bar- 
rels less than October 31. The total decrease in 
stocks for all divisions is 1,593,574 barrels. 

The changes in the stocks held by the eastern 
pipe lines, according to the grades of oil in Oc- 
tober, were a decrease of 51,616 barrels of Penn- 
sylvania grade, 85,478 barrels of Kentucky, 262,701 
barrels of Illinois, and an increase of 100,887 bar- 
rels of Lima oil, and of 262,701 barrels of Kansas 
oil. 





One of the eastern cartoonists hit the nail on the 
head when he depicted the “old guard” of the 
Standard retiring and leaving John D. Archbold 
to the task of putting together a picture puzzle of 
thirty-four parts. At that, the job, was rather 
neatly accomplished. 





AS TO MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP. 





An agitation is rife in Kansas City for a munici- 
pally owned artifical gas plant, which shall suc- 
ceed the present company when natural gas is no 
longer available. The city’s bonding limit is now 
about $6,000,000 and it is proposed to spend all 
the available funds for municipal ownership pur- 
poses. Touching upon the subject, the Kansas 
City Journal wisely says: 

“Tt is extremely doubtful if it would be wise to 
raise the fund at command, or indeed any con- 
siderable part of it, for the purpose suggested. 
In the first place, a city as an individual is better 
off with credit, and the best way to keep good 
credit in either instance is not to strain it. In 
the second place, while no present financial emer- 
gency exists who can foresee the future? To ex- 






| lines to the Gulf? 
| to a refinery probably. 








haust the city’s credit on questionable experi- 
ments would be very bad policy, for, in spite of 
Mayor Brown’s probable opinion -to the contrary, 
no single administration has the right to strain 
the city’s financial resources—except, perhaps, in 
the face of some great disaster or public danger. 

“Because the natural gas supply of this district 
shows signs of early exhaustion is no good argu- 
ment for municipal ownership of gas works. There 
is no reason to suppose that Kansas City could 
run its gas works any better than it runs its water 
works or its hospitals or any other department of 
public business. If Kansas City were supplying 
water through its municipally owned water-works 
any better and cheaper than a public service cor- 
poration would supply it, then the people might 
feel called upon to enlarge the field of municipal 
operations. Kansas City wants its public utilities 
to furnish the highest grade of service at the min- 
imum of cost to the consumers. Political ambition 
cannot change this proposition a particle. . The 
wise and businesslike course for the city would 
be to find out just what artificial gas can be sup- 
plied for and then when the natural gas gives out 
grant a corporation the right to supply artificial 
gas under all reasonable safeguards for a long 
It would not benefit Kansas City 
to duplicate its experiment with the water works 
and thereby exhaust its credit and plunge the city 
into debt that would restrict necessary municipal 
operations for years to come.” 





If that “Menace of Mexican Oil’ proves to be 
more than a myth and it is finally discovered that 
imports are increasing with alarming regularity, 
what will the Oklahoma producer do with the oil 
which he transports through the common carrier 
Sell it for fuel, hardly. Sell it 
It requires a Mr. Dooley to 
figure out the rest of the puzzle. 


/ 





INDIANS GET COIN. 





On Monday, December 11, the Osage Indians 
were given $312,000 in accumulated royalties. The 
payment averaged $135 a head, man, woman and 
child. This is the fourth payment for the year, 
making the total of $436 to each member of the 
tribe. Of this amount, $180 has accumulated from 
interest on Osage funds in the United States 
Treasury. The remainder of the money is from 
the royalties on the gas and oil production in the 
reservation. There are 25 producing wells on the 
reservation, which pay a flat rate of $100 a year, 
making a total of $2,500 on gas royalty, leaving 
about $250 to each member of the tribe from the 
oil production. The Osages are vitally interested 
in the leasing of the reservation and believe that 
their wealth will diminish with delay in leasing 
the balance of lands in the Osage country. 





READY TO TRADE IN STOCKS. 





Announcement is made in New York that the 
curb brokers are ready to trade in stocks of the 
various ex-subsidiaries of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany and already a price has been put upon somé 
ef the shares. 

The difficulty heretofore has been to put @ 
market value on the stocks of these subsidiary 
companies, owing to the almost complete lack of 
information regarding their earnings, but fullest 
details of their affairs are expected to be avaik 
able now that they will operate as independent 
companies, The shares of several of these former 
subsidiaries of the “trust” were quoted but there 
were. no transactions. Standard Oil Company of 
New York was quoted at 210 bid, Standard Oil 
preferred at 100 bid and Chesebrough Manufac- 
turing Company at 700 bid. Shorn of its subsi- 
diaries Standard Oil of New Jersey was quoted at 
330 bid. 

Upon quotations made it is figured that the man 
who owned one share of Standard Oil would have 
an interest in some of the companies equal in 
value to possibly $1. For the present there will 
probably be. little trading, but after meetings are 
held and statements rendered by the various com- 
panies, it is very likely that holders of small frac- 
tional shares will get busy and attempt to consoli- 
date all the fractions into a full share in certain 
companies. 
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TRADE NOTES 





Two tank cars for the Midwest refinery at Cas: 
per, Wyo., have arrived and the other ten are ex- 
pected soon. 

The Standard Oil Company has let a contract 
for the construction of a brick storehouse at 
Natchez, Miss., to replace the wooden building now 
used in the conduct of its business. It will be 
100 x 30 feet. 

The Producers Oil Company, the stock of which 
is held largely by the same parties interested in 
The Texas Company, has declared a regular quar- 
terly dividend of 14% per cent, payable December 
30, to stockholders of record, December 15. 

The brick work at the stitus of the Midwest re- 
finery at Casper, Wyo., is progressing nicely and 
will be completed soon. Work on the office build- 
ings has been suspended until the weather mod- 
erates. 

A. J. Wallace, who returned to Casper, Wyo., 
last week from Tisdale mountain, says that the 
Pennsylvania-Wyoming and the John Galey com- 
pany have established their camp at that point, 
the derrick is up and they are about ready to start 
drilling. 

The Standard Oil Company is planning to add 
twelve more stills to the Alton plant. Last sum- 
mer twenty-four stills were built to increase the 
capacity. The shipment of oil by barge line to 
southern cities has made it necessary to increase 
the output at the Wood River refinery. 

State Oil Inspector Hunsenetter, of Nebraska, in 
his report on the business done during the month 
of November shows that the gross receipts for the 
month were $4,659.95 and that the expenses were 
$1,344.24, leaving a balance to be turned into the 
treasury of $3,315.71. Mr. Hunsenetter is assisted 
by six deputies. 

At a meeting of the stockholders of the Solar 
Refining Company held at Lima, O., H. E. Folger, 
president and director of the company, resigned 
and J. G. Neubauer,, vice president, was elected 
his successor. Mr. Neubauer, has been identified 
with the company for years and is one of the best 
known men in that country. 

A business firm in a European country informs 
an American consulate that it desires quotations on 
paraffin, f. o. b. New York, or preferably c. i. f. 
Fiume or Trieste, Austria, the shipments to be in 
lots of 4,000 or 5,000 kilos. Correspondence is de- 
sired at an early date. The name of the firm can 
be had by addressing the Bureau of Manufactures, 
Washington, D. C., File No. 7695. 


Directors of the Creek Refining Company at Ok- 
mulgee, Okla., have filed a petition in voluntary 
bankruptcy. Receiver Chandler has filed his report 
with the court. The bids of R. M. McFarlin and 
E. E. Schock for the plant have not been acted 
upon by the court. The former bid $5,000 out- 
right, clear of liens and the latter $6,000, including 
the liens. The two bids are still standing. 

The Franco-Wyoming Oil Company, which re- 
cently completed a pipe line from its Salt creek 
wells, forty miles north, to Casper, Wyo., has sent 
into the field a party of engineers who will make 
a preliminary survey for a pipe line to the Union 
Pacific railroad. It is believed that a route less 
than 100 miles in length can be located, the south- 
ern terminal of the line to be in the vicinity of 
Medicine Bow. 

At a meeting of the board of directors of the 
Standard Oil Company held at Richmond, Cal., 
last week, the following officers were elected: 
D. G. Scofield, president; W. S. Rheem, vice presi- 
dent; William Edwards, secretary and W. S. Mil- 
ler, treasurer. Before the election of the present 
officers James A. Moffett, of New York, resigned 
as president; D. G. Scofield as vice president and 
W. S. Rheem as secretary. 

The B. S. Bennett Oil Refinery at Summerland, 
seven miles south of Santa Barbara, Cal., was to- 
tally destroyed by fire recently, entailing a loss of 
more than $4,000. The fire was caused by the 
bursting of an electric light bulb, and burned so 
rapidly that attempts to put it out were futile. In 
addition to the plant a tank containing 500 barrels 
of oil caught fire and burned itself out in a short 
time. 

The Texas Company has declared a regular 
quarterly dividend of 11% per cent, payable Decem- 
ber 30 to stockholders of record December 15. The 
stock of the company has been fluctuating around 
85 lately, and in view of the fact that it declined 
rapidly some time ago, stockholders will be inter- 





ested to kifoW “thatthe trvgalar :divjgeyd has been 
declared, aria that, {hie conmparty $; effairs are in 
good shape.” ° 

George T. Williamson and W. R. Ritchie, Tulsa 
real estate dealers, have bought the townsite of 
Jenks, the center of the newest oil field in the 
south of Tulsa development. On one side of town 
is a 500-barrel producer and on the other side is a 
well making 200 barrels a day. The purchase in- 
cludes about 600 lots, part of which will be leased 
for oil and gas. The purchase price according to 
the deed was $6,225. 


The plant of the St. Joseph Oil Company, at St. 
Joseph, Mo., was wrecked by an explosion about 
ten days ago, which totally destroyed the plant. 
Three persons were severely injure& and the prop- 
erty loss was about $5,000. The explosion was 
caused by gas from a tank of high grade gasoline 
which had been opened by one of the employes, 
the fumes spreading through the building until 
they reached a small gas heater in the office, 
several explosions following. 

The Northwestern lines are building about fif- 
teen new oil burning engines at their shops in 
Chicago, and they will be used for passenger ser- 
vice on the Black Hills and western Nebraska div- 
isions. Oil tanks of from two to five thousand 
barrels capacity are being built by the road at 
Long Pine, Cody, Chadron, Whitewood, Rapid City 
and Deadwood. The oil burners will also be used 
between Rapid City and Pierre and also on some 
freight runs. 

The intentional explosion of a number of old 
vessels used in the manufacture of nitro-glycerine 
at the Western Torpedo Company magazine, north 
of the city of Caney, Kas., gave that town a thor- 
ough fright. A report was circulated that two 
men had been killed but it was unfounded. The 
plant has been dismantled and moved to Okla- 
homa. Some of the equipment was considered 
dangerous to move so it was placed in a ravine 
and set off. 

Annnouncement is made that the system of pen- 
sioning employes undertaken by the Standard Oil 
Company will not be affected by the recent dis- 
solution proceedings. About 72,000 people are -en- 
titled to participation in the pension distribution, 
based on twenty-five years continued service and 
the attainment of the age of sixty-five, while still 
in employment. It is announced that arrange- 
ments have been made whereby each former sub- 
sidiary company will take care of the persons in 
its employ. 

The High Grade Oil Refining Company, which 
has a refinery under construction at Bruin, Butler 
county, Pa., announces that it will soon be com- 
pleted and that it will be shipping refined oil from 
the refinery within six weeks. A cuntract has been 
let for a 10,000-barrel tank and two 600-barrel 
tanks. Two gas engines have been installed for 
use at a pump station erected below Bruin. About 
fifty miles of line pipe has been purchased and 
distributed through the oil territory contiguous 
to the refinery. 

The Coos Bay Oil and Gas Company has been 
organized at Marshfield, Ore., by local men, with 
a capital stock of $25,000 of which about $18,000 
has been subscribed. It is the intention of the 
company to drill a well on Catching Inlet near 
Marshfield in the near future. The directors of 
the company are Judge John F. Hall, Dr. E. Min- 
gus, W. W. Gage, E. A. Anderson and Ray Kauf- 
man. C. M. Maupin, who has had considerable ex- 
perience in the California field is named as the 
probable manager of the company’s interests. 

James Anderson, Jr., superintendent of pipe lines 
in Louisiana, accompanied by D. F. Fisher, civil 
engineer for the Standard Oil Company and Judge 
S. C. Fullilove, superintendent of public safety, of 
Shreveport, La., were at Melville, La., recently 
looking over a site upon which it is reported that 
the company will erect a pumping station. They 
appeared before the board of aldermen and asked 
for certain resolutions, that the’ title to the prop- 
erty purchased for location of the station might 
be perfected. 

Holders of fractional shares in any of the sub- 
sidiaries of the Standard Oil Company of New Jer- 
sey will have no voting privilege, according to an 
announcement made by the Standard Oil Company 
of Ohio, whose annual meeting is to be held on 
January 1. A representative of one of the minor 
companies stated that it would be manifestly un- 
fair to allow a holder of a very small fraction of a 
share to a full vote. Furthermore, it was pointed 
out that it would be almost a physical impossibility 
to arrive at a porprotionate relation of all such 
fractional lots to the total vote cast. 

The Pennsylvania Tank Car Company, of Pitts- 
burg, Pa., with a capital stock of $50,000 has been 





incorporated to engage in the construction of tank 
cars. Work has been started on a plant at Pet- 
roleum, three miles southwest of Sharon, Pa. The 
incorporators are John P. Hunter and William E. 
Schoyer, of Pittsburg; G. F. Woodsmith, of Taren- 
tum, Pa., H. R. Hahn, of Coraopolis, Pa., and G. J. 
Shaffer, of Dormont. Mr. Woodsmith is president 
and general manager of the company. It is said 
that about 300 men will be employed and that the 
company has a number of orders on hand. 

The directors of the Galena Signal Oil Company, 
formerly a subsidiary of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany, declared a quarterly dividend of 2 per cent 
on its preferred stock, payable to holders of rec- 
ord December 4. The annual meeting of the 
stockholders of the company will be held at 
Franklin, Pa. January 2., and the books will close 
on December 20 for this meeting. The Galena 
Signal Oil Company has a capital stock of $2,000,- 
000 preferred stock and $10,000,000 cammon. Of 
the preferred, the Standard Oil Uompany of New 
Jersey, prior to the recent distribution, held 70.4 
per cent of the preferred and 70 per cent of the 
common. 

The Standard Oil Company is negotiating with 
the towboat interests at St. Louis for an exten- 
sion of its facilities for shipping oil by river from 
its refinery at Wood River, near Alton, Ill. For 
nearly two months the company has been shipping 
vil by barge from the Wood River plant to Louis- 


ville, Ky., having chartered the towboat Eagle to. 


tow the barge. Its next move will probably be 
to ship oil by barge to Memphis, Tenn. The ex- 
periment to Louisville has been very successful, 
the barge carrying a large cargo. The contract for 
towing the barges was made on the basis of ten- 
day trips. Some of the trips have been made in 
eight days, others in nine. One or two trips, which 
were attended by delays, have consumed ten days. 
The company is arranging to improve its landing 
at Wood River by putting in concrete piers. 

Appealing from the tax assessments made on 
their capital stock for 1910, by the auditor general 
of Pennsylvania, the National Transit Company, the 
Southern Pipe Line Company, the United States 
Pipe Line Company, the Producers and Refiners 
Oil Company, Ltd., and the Southwest Pennsyl- 
vania Pipe Line Company, have filed statements 
in the Dauphin county courts. The assessments as 
made by the auditor general on the five companies 
would bring in a tax amounting to $686,325.61, al- 
though the companies claim that from the assess- 
ments made by their officers they owe but $297- 
225.28. The tax assessed against the National 
Transit Company was $507,132.57; the Southern 
Pipe Line Company, $121,433.79; the United States 
Pipe Line Company, $8,954.25, the Producers and 
Refiners Oil Company $575 and the Southwest 
Pipe Line Company, $48,230. 

At a meeting held in Muskogee, Okla., Novem- 
ber 5, the Oklahoma Pipe Line Company elected 
a new directorate and officers. The resignation of 
J. E. O’Neil as president of the organization was 
accepted and Allan T. Towl was named as his 
successor. Mr. Towl has been in charge of the 
northern division of the Prairie Oil and Gas Com- 
pany with headquarters at Kansas City and he 
will move his family to Muskogee. H. C. Folger, 
of New York City, was succeeded by J. A. Moffett, 
of the same place, as vice president. J. L. Havice 
was re-elected secretary and treasurer and E. H. 
Leroux was made a director. The two latter gen- 
tlemen were originally from Oil City, Pa., later 
being employed by the Prairie Oil and Gas Com- 
pany at Independence, Kas., from which point 
they went to Muskogee, entering the services of 
the Oklahoma Pipe Line Company. 

The plan for refinancing the Houston. Oil Com- 
pany, of Texas, has finally been settled, the direc- 
tors of the concern at a meeting held at Houston 
last Friday authorizing the issuance of $6,250,000 
in refunding certificates, together with certificates 
in an amount sufficient to mature accrued divi- 
dend payments. The new certificates are intended 
to refund the outstanding indebtedness of the 
Houston Oil Company which matures in August, 
19138, as well as to refund the past due dividends, 
amounting to fifty-two per cent of the preferred 
stock of. the corporation. The new certificates 
will mature yearly until 1923. Out of the proceeds 
of the new certificates, which have all been sold, 


$500,000 will be set aside for prospecting for oil, - 


gas and other minerals on the corporation’s large 
body of land. The following directors were elect- 
ed: S. W. Fordyce, D. S. H. Smith, Edward Whit- 
taker, John F. Shepley and Murray Carleton, of 
St. Louis; Patrick Calhoun and Sidney H. March, 
of New York; L. S. Zimmerman, Henry J. Bowdin, 
A. H. S. Post and Edwin G. Baetjer, of Baltimore; 
H. O. Head, Sherman, Texas; and Charles G, 
Saunders, of Boston. 
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| PERSONAL MENTION 





Harry Heasley, of Pittsburg, Pa., is in Okla- 
homa, looking after business interests. 

E. A. Dale, on whose land several wells are drill- 
ing at Electra, is cashier of the First National Bank 
of Electra. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan McGuigan, of Robinson, IIl., 
have returned to their home after a trip to: Hot 
Springs, Ark. 

Otis King, of the Ohio Fuel Qapoly Company, 
with headquarters at Granville, O., nas been visit- 
ing at his old home at Worthington, W. Va. 

Floyd Morre, who has been employed by the 
Ohio Oil Company at Robinson, Ill, has been 
+ eoiaasae to the company’s office at Marshall, 

Ray F. Shumaker, of the Prairie Oil and Gas 
Company force at Independence, Kas., is in the 
hospital in that city where he underwent a minor 
operation. 

J. M. Harrison, of Findlay, O., who is well known 
throughout the oil country, sustained serious in- 
jury while riding his bicycle at that place, coming 
in collision with an interurban car. 


F. C. Cleminger, well known in the Gulf Coast 
country, and a prominent factor in the Markham 
field’s development, is casting his eyes longingly 
at some of the good looking leases near Electra. 


Thomas Argue, Jr., of Tulsa, has been setting up 
the cigars to his friends upon the arrival of the 
first boy, William Thomas, on Sunday, December 
10. Both mother and boy are getting along nicely. 

N. V. VY. Franchot returned to his home in 
Olean, N. Y., Friday after a month’s stay in Okla- 
homa. Mr. Franchot spent a part of the time with 
yoo Oklahoma Fishing and Hunting club at Cove, 
Ark. 

B. F. MeCune, formerly of Montpelier, Ind., has 
accepted a position as salesman for Finlayson & 
Sons and will make his headquarters in Tulsa. He 
will move his family to this city the first of the 
year. 

R. E. Burt,-a well known Gulf Coast operator, 
but who of late years has done most of his drilling 
in the Humble field, is a visitor at the Blectra field. 
we. Burt will probably lease some land before he 
eaves. 


Bob Lincoln, connected with the Producers Oil 
Company at Electra, is back on the job, having re- 
covered from an attack of typhoid fever. Mr. Lin- 
colin took the cure at Humble, where he makes 
‘his home. 


Paul Gage, general manager of the Lone Star Gas 
Company, with headquarters at Fort Worth, Tex., 
is a Wichita Falls visitor. Mr. Gage is an ex-oil 
man and is widely and ns known all over 
the country. 


George Harrington, general manager of the Cor- 
sicana Petroleum Company arrived in Wichita Falls 
Saturday night and will spend a few days in the 
Electra field. Mr. Harrington makes Dallas his 
headquarters. 

Robert Galbreath, of Tulsa, has been in the hos- 
pital recuperating from an operation for appen- 
dicitis. Mr. Galbreath opened up the famous 
Glenn pool in Oklahoma and has been a very suc- 
cessful operator. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Gwynne have moved from 
Lawrenceville, Ill., to Tulsa. Mr. and Mrs. Gwynne 
are the guests of his brother, H. S. Gwynne, at the 
present. The move was made for the benefit of 
Mrs. Gwynne’s health. 

4. M. Heppler, field foreman for the Corsicana 
Petroleum Company at Electra has recovered from 
a severe attack of typhoid fever, and is back on 
the job, looking after that company’s big produc- 
tion in the Electra field. 


D. T. Cross, who together with W. E. Crow, is 
building the new Denver hotel at Electra, is a roy- 
alty owner in the Electra field. The Corsicana Pe- 
troleum Company has 500 barrels daily from two 
wells on Mr. Cross’ lease. 


C. N: Wallis, president of the Higgins Oil and 
Fuel Company, of Beaumont, Tex., arrived at 
Wichita Falls Tuesday, having spent a day at Pe- 
trolia. Mr, Wallis’ company is interested in a wild- 
cat well drilling near Nacotah. 


“Hub” Reed, a well known Mid-Continent oil 
man, is sick at the Westland Hotel, at Wichita 


Falls, with ptomaine poisoning. Mr. Reed has || 
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a rig up for a test east of the town of Electra, 
A. A. Scott having the contract to drill. 

R. L. Bates, general manager, and General Sup- 
erintendent June of the Buckeye Pipe Line Com- 
_pany and General Manager Neibauer of the Solar 
Refining Company at Lima, O., were called to New 
York last week on business for their companies. 

L. G. Neely, who is the head of the Colum- 
bus Natural Gas Company and the Medina Oil.and 
Gas Company, two large gas concerns in the Ohio 
field, made a trip through the Central Ohio gas 
fields last week in the interest of his companies. 

F. F. Knotts, of Wagener, IIL, is looking after his 
land interests in the Electra field. Mr. Knotts -is 
a banker and invested some of his money in the 
Electra country. Mr. Knotts is also interested in 
farm lands near Laredo and will go there from 
Electra. 


A. F. (Dad) Dennison is recuperating at Marlin, 
Tex., from his strenuous efforts in making the 
. Corsicana Petroleum Company’s Electra — produc- 
tion the largest in the field. Mr. Dennison is field 
manager for that company and is known wherever 
oil is found. 


Ben Nash, Jr., representing the Higgins Oil and 
Fuel Company in the Caddo field, was a visitor 
to the Electra field last week. Mr. Nash took an 
extended automobile trip through the prospective 
oil fields near Electra, returning to Shreveport a 
few days later. 


Mrs. H. N. Cole has joined her husband at Wichita 
Falls. Mr. and Mrs. Cole have lived at Shreveport 
several years but Mr. Cole’s business has caused 
him to locate, as .permanently as one can, in the 
Panhandle fields, looking after the Sun Com- 
pany’s interests. 

J. B. Jones, formerly agent for the J. G. Ehrnfeld 
gas plant at Granville, O., is making a trip through 
the western states, stopping off at Denver, Colo., 
where he will visit relatives, later proceeding to 
California, where he will look over the oil country 
before returning home. . 

Mabel Lockwood, third daughter of Senator and 
Mrs. M. L. Lockwood, was married on Monday, 
November 11, at the home of her parents in Tulsa, 
to Roy E. Porter of Guthrie, Okla. Mr. and Mrs. 
Porter will make their home in Guthrie -where he 
is employed in the postoffice. 

Charles Neil and George Kinney, both of Tulsa, 
expect to leave in a few days for Mannington, W. 
Va., where they will spend the holidays with rel- 
atives. Mr. Neil is in charge of the Osage dis- 
trict for the Gulf Pipe Line Company, and Mr. 
Kinney is in the Charles Page offices. 

The new Jefferson hotel at Independence, Kas., 
built by Thos. J. Booth, will be opened in a few 
weeks. Mr. and Mrs. Booth sold their home and 
will have apartments in the new hostelry. Tom 
broke into the oil game when the Mid-Continent 
field was opened and has accumulated a stake 
which permits him to live easy. 

Earl Overfield, son of Senator J. F. Overfield, of 
Independence, Kas., was shot on Thanksgiving day 
while out hunting and for a short time it was be- 
lieved that his wounds would prove fatal. He-is 
fast recuperating but it is thought that his sight 
will be partially impaired by the accident. Senator 
Overfield was one of the pioneers in the Mid- 
Continent field. 

The wedding of Frank A. Elliott and Miss Anna 
Tiffany, took place at the home of the bride’s 
parents in Tulsa, Tuesday, Dec. 12. Frank EHiot 
is associated with his brother, W-. C. Elliott, in the 
producing game in the .Oklahoma field and his 
bride is formérly from Pennsylvania. After a 
short wedding trip, they will return to Tulsa to 
make their home. . 

T. J. Donoghue, vice president and assistant to 
the president of The Texas Company, accompanied 
by Joseph Dowling, superintendent of pipe lines for 
the same company, spent several days at Electra 
last week inspecting The Texas Company’s new 
station in the field and also. noting the progress of 
the six-inch line being laid by that company from 
Electra to Dallas. 

A party of California and Pennsylvania investors 
under the direction of Edward L. Doheny, of Los 
Angeles, Cal., one of the largest oil operators of 
Mexico, and who is the head of the Mexican Pe 
troleum Company, is in Mexico looking over con- 
ditions there. They are traveling in a private train 
and will first go to Tampico and afterwards take 
a trip to Mexico City. 

Loyal F. Ross, of Chicago, was a Tulsa visitor 
this week while en route to Texas and other south- 
ern fields. L. F. is one of the chief assets of the 
American Steel Package Company, of Defiance, O. 





His voyages are ostensibly for the purpose of sell- 


ing steel barrels, but his advent into any oleagin-’ 


ous community is akin to an initiation in the In- 
ternational Sunshine league, 


Wm. Stephenson, of Batson, Tex., who for a num- 


ber of years has.devoted.his time to the search for 
the existence of petroleum, and who has leased 
considerable land in Comanche and Tillman coun- 
ties, Okla., has gone to Batson to spend the holi- 
days. Mr, Stephenson has written a number of 
very interesting articles on oil, and in the past has 
contributed articles to The Journal. 

The friends of J. M. Garard, vice president of 
the Ohio Fuel Supply Company, will be glad to 
learn that he is rapidly recovering ‘from-an illness 


which has lasted for a number of' months and that. 


he will take an active interest in the company’s 
affairs in a short time. Mr. Garard is one of the 
best known, gas men in the business and has a 
host of friends in all parts of the country. 

Judd B. Hastings, who for the past eighteen 
years, has been the representative of the Standard 
Oil Company, at Rouen, France, has been trans- 
ferred to Beunos Aires,-Argentina, S. A. The pro- 
motion is given where deserved for Mr. Hastings 
has been a valuable employe of the Standard. He 
is a brother of Allan J. Hastings of Olean, N. Y., 
and has many old friends who congratulate him on 
his success. 

O.-W. Compton, of Independence, Kas., was call- 
ed to Kalamazoo, Mich., Tuesday, December 5 by 
a telegram, announcing the death of his father, 
William Compton, of Toledo, O. The senior Mr. 
Compton was visiting a daughter in Kalamazoo 
and was run down and killed by a fire engine. O. 
W. was at Tulsaat the time of the aecident and 
was expecting his father in Independence this 
week for a several weeks’ stay. 

J. D. Lemax, district manager for the Oil Well 
Supply ‘Company, with headquarters at Beaumont, 
spent several days in the Electra field last week. 
‘. D. checked out at the hotel thrice but changed 
his mind each time. He finally succeeded in tear- 
ing himself away from the gang. The contrast 
between the exciting times at Electra and the 
quietness of the Gulf Coast region, is. probably 
what made Mr. Lemax loath to leave. 


Dr. E. Hirschi, a well known European geologist, 
representing the Union Petroleum Company of 
Paris, paid a visit to the Electra and Petrolia 
fields and it is understood made a very favorable 
report on these fields’ prospects to his company. 
The Union Company has very extensive holdings in 
the Mid-Continent fields and may extend its oper- 
ations to the Panhandle country if the future pros- 
pects of the field are as good as at present. 


J. P. Monday, a veteran in the oil business from 
back in Pennsylvania, has gone to Montana and 
leased a large acreage near Cut Bank. Several 
years ago, a-well was drilled on the ranch of Jas. 
Miller and oil appeared after getting water. An 
examination of the oil was made by Mr. Monday 
and the people ‘in that vicinity are greatly inter- 
ested in the outcome of his investigations. He is 
already drilling near Lethbridge and will ship a 
drilling outfit to Cut Banx this month. 

The marriage of Miss Gladys Meserve of Rob- 
inson, Ill., and- Clark Edwin Raaney, of Tulsa, 
took place recently at the home of the bride’s 
parents in Robinson. After a bridal trip includ- 
ing a visit in the south, Mr. and Mrs. Ranney 
will go to Tulsa, Okla., where they will make 
their future home. Mr. Ranney was formerly em- 
ployed by the Frick-Reid Supply Company in the 
Illinois field but since coming to Oklahoma has 
entered the producing game with Bob Fitzgerald 
and others. 

In the general dissolution of the Standard Oil 
Company another change has been made in Den- 
ver, Colo., the headquarters of the Continental Oil 
Company, one of the subsidiary companies. E. T. 
Wilson, president of the company, who heretofore 
has made his home in New York City, will move 
to Denver to take active charge of the work. This 
is the only change made in the Colorado company. 
The Continental has been operating in Colorado, 


Wyoming, Idaho, Montana, Utah, New Mexico and} 


in a portion of Manitoba, Can. 

John Bahan, of Bradford, Pa., who has been 
superintendent for the National Transit Company 
in the Bradford field for a number of years, will 
leave this week for Somerset, Ky., where he will 
assume the duties of general superintendent. of 
the Cumberland Pipe Line Company. Mr. Bahan 
has been with the National Transit Company for 


32 years and is one of the most competent pipe |: 
line men in its employ. He’was in the Kentucky | 
field some years ago, superintending construction |) 


work and is familiar with the country, 


Of more than usual interest at. Electra is the 
investigation being conducted by Dr. J. R. Udden, 
geologist for the Bureau of Economic. Geology at 
Austin. Dr. Udden has spent three months in the 
Petrolia and Electra fields and his report is being 
looked forward to with a good deal of interest. D. 
M. Phillips, of the bureau, is Dr. Udden’s field 
assistant, and-has. been with Dr. Udden for a month 
in these fields. Dr. W. B. Phillips, father of D. M. 
Phillips and director of the bureau, will arrive in 
the Electra fields the latter part of this week. 


Mr. and Mrs. Clarence E. Roth, of Independence, 
Kas., have returned from a trip south. - They went 
to New Orleans to attend the bankers’ convention 
and then proceeded to Panama with the bankers. 
While enroute to Panama a bad storm was en- 
countered but it did not affect them. Besides hav- 
ing a splendid voyage, Mr. Roth, with his prover- 
bial good luck, came home with all the bridge 
prizes offered during the entire outing. Mr. and 
Mrs. Roth recently purchased the Thos. J. Booth 
residence in Independence and will move into it 
as soon as it is remodeled. 

J. Condit Smith, president of the Mountain Oil 
Company which is operating in the Castle Creek 
field in Wyoming, has closed up his camps in that 
district temporarily and has returned to Chicago. 
Mr. Smith -is interested in the Caddo, Vinton and 
Jennings fields in. Louisiana and also in the Beau- 
mont field in Texas. He will ship material. from 
these points to the Wyoming field in the latter part 
of January and will begin active operations. Four 
large reservoirs are being constructed in the Cas- 
tle creek country to hold water for drilling pur 
poses and six are under way in the. Powder river 
country. 


A dozen field workers in Oklahoma left last 


Tuesday for Mexico where they will go to work — 


in the Tampico district. Those who were in the 
party were Dan Daukenspick, W. M. Hartline, 
Owen McGee, W. R. Loggie, W. N. Maddox, C. 
E. Shannon, Arthur Vosper, Buster Beninghoff, 
Tony Williamson, Frank Henthorne, J. R. Loggie; 
and J. McGee. They have gone-on contraet; not 
because there is no work in tte Mid-Continent 
field, but they are afflicted with the “wanderlust” 
that is so frequently found among oil men when a 
new field is discovered with chances to make more 
money than they have been getting. 

J. E.. Kelly, better known as ‘Jack,’ who is ait 
present engaged. in rigging up-on- his test at Dean 
Station, near Petrolia, is a very interesting charac- 
ter. Mr. Kelly is a miner, having followed that 
game for several years through the west and more 
recently in Mexico. He was a colonel in Madero’s 
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army and served with distinction during the recent 
war, resigning his commission when Madero was 
victorious. He is a much travelled man and has 
had many interesting episodes in his history. He 
will no doubt tackle the new game with the same 
energy displayed in his other ventures and only 
the choosing of the wrong spot can keep him from 
making a success. 


A very pretty compliment was paid to Miss Sadie 
F. Mills, The Journal’s “circulator” when the oil 
men from the Caddo field, now at Electra, gave 
her a dinner party at the St. James hotel, in Wich- 
ita Falls. J. W. Scott was the master of cere- 
monies and did the honors in fine style, except 
to carve the turkey. Jim labored at it for awhile 
and finally turned the job over to Lee Bean. The 


bird being tired from Jim’s efforts, finally suc-: 


cumbed to Lee’s strength and skill. Those present 
were J. W. Scott, Lou Gorham, H. N. Cole, Ed Mor- 
gan, Bert Brookins, L. D. Bean and F. D. Woodruff, 
mayor of Electra. Miss Mills did ner initial work 
for The Journal in the Caddo field and has many 
friends in that district. 


Thos. Gavin, of Independence, Kas., one of the 
most widely known oil and gas men in the en- 
tire country, is looking the situation over in the 
Electra field. Mr. Gavin started in the oil busi- 
ness 32 years ago and was connected with the 
Standard Oil Company for sixteen years. He laid 
the Empire Gas Company, the Northwestern Nat- 
ural Gas Company and the Kansas Natural Gas 
Company’s lines and more recently sold out his 
holdings in the Oklahoma shallow field, at a splen- 
did profit. At the present time, Mr. Gavin is in- 
terested with the Spellacys in the Mexican fields 
and is drilling a well near the Topila river and 
one in the Juan Casiana field. Mr. Gavin will spend 
the holiday season in Independence after which 
he will return to Mexico. 


J. F. Egan and F. T. Burns, well known oil men, 
of Washington, Pa., are spending a few days in 
the Panhandle fields, coming from a short visit 
to Tulsa and Houston. Mr. Egan is a son of 
Michael Egan, who died some years ago, leaving 
his interests in his son’s hands, who has carried 
them on with great success. The elder Egan drill- 
ed hundreds of wells in the eastern fields for the 
gas companies and at his death was one of the 
best known men in the business. Mr. Burns is 
a son of T. J. (Jerry) Burns, an equally well known 
cil man, who already has some leases at Electra 
and is drilling a well on some of his land. F. T. 
Burns is an experienced oil man and if the Pan- 
handle looks good to him, will no doubt, with Mr. 
Egan, take some leases in that part of the coun- 
try. After leaving Electra, Messrs. Burns and Egan 
will pay a short visit to Tulsa before returning to 
their homes. 








IN THE COURTS 

















G. A. Kenner, an employe of the Kern Union Oil 
Company in the Kern River field in California, has 
sued the company for $10,500 damages for injuries 
sustained to his hands while putting casing in one 
of the company’s wells. He alleges that he was 
hurt through the carelessness of the company and 
that his hands were so badly mangled that their 
use will be impaired for life. 

The Octo Oil Company has brought suit in equity 
against C. K. O’Hara, N. F. Clark and M. A. Galt 
in common pleas court No. 4 at Pittsburg, Pa., 
asking the court to order an accounting of money 
invested in the operation of oil leases in the town- 
ship of Tilbury, county of Kent, province of On- 
taria, Canada. The leases were owned by the 
plaintiff and defendants; the company claims to 
have paid out $8,500 as its proportion of expenses 
for operations and that Clark sold out the work 
that had been done for $2,000, dissolving the part- 
nership. 


In the case of the Attica Water, Gas and Electric 
Company against the Alden-Batavia Natural Gas 
Company before the Public Service Commission, of 
New York, the complainant charged it was being 
unfairly discriminated against by the defendant 
company. It charged that the defendant company 
furnishes gas to the Attica Natural Gas Company, 
a competitor of the complainant, but the defendant 
refuses to furnish gas to the complainants. The 
defendant company challenged the jurisdiction of 
the Public Service Commission in the matter, Com- 
missioner John B. Olmstead presided and ordered 
both sides to file briefs. 


A jury in the United States Court at Buffalo, N. 





Y., returned a verdict of guilty in the case of the 
government against the Standard Oil Com- 
pany for accepting rebates from the 
New York Central and Pennsylvania railroads 
on shipments of oil from Olean, N. Y., to Burling- 
ton, Vt., during 1904 and 1905. The railroads have 
been convicted and fined for giving the rebates. 
There were 143 points in the indictments upon 
which the Standard Oil Company was convicted, 
each of which is punishable by a fine of $20,000. An 
appeal will be taken to the Supreme Court. The 
jury was out only twenty-two minutes. 

The estate of J. M. Elwood, the discoverer of the 
Kern river field has been probated in the court at 
Coalinga. The estate consists of $20,365.50, of 
which about $8,000 is in cash and the balance in 
notes, stocks and mortgages. Elwood was killed 
near Coalimga a year ago last August. It was he 
who, in 1899, began prospecting for oil along the 
banks of the Kern river and with pick and shovel, 
sunk a hole from which oil flowed. It started the 
first oil boom in Kern county. Some time prior to 
his death, Elwood disposed of his holdings in the 
southern field to the Santa Fe, and of late years 
has been interested with Fresno people in the 
exploitation of the Kettlemen Hills, in Kings 
county, a promising wildcat territory. 

The case of the Hailey-Ola Coal Company against 
the Globe Oil Company, in which the plaintiff com- 


pany is suing the Globe company for $80,000, is. 


being tried in the United States Circuit Court at 
Cleveland, O., the home of the Globe company. 
The action is for alleged damages said to have 
been sustained three years ago when there was 
a fire in the Hailey mine in which 23 persons lost 
their lives and the mine was greatly damaged. 
The plaintiff company alleges that the Globe Oil 
Company sold it highly inflammable oil for a lub: 
ricant and that it caught fire from a lamp, caus: 
ing the disaster and the alleged damage. The suit 
was originally filed in an Oklahoma court, the 
mine being located in that state, but the court 
had no jurisdiction and the case was transferred 
to Cleveland. The coal company had to pay larg: 
sums to the families of those killed in the mine 
and sues to recover this, together. with alleged 
damage to its mine and loss due to suspension of 
business. 

The Mercantile Trust Company, of San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., has filed interesting allegations in its 
petition to have the properties of the Sunset Road 
Oil Company, which has a large production in the 
California field, operated by a receiver. It is as- 
serted in the petition that the Union Oil Company 
has not properly operated the lease and Receiver 
Daniels avers that he was informed by the Union 
Oil Company’s receiver, in March, 1911, that the 
production from the wells was about 60,000 bar- 
rels and that this was about the average output. 
The receiver alleges that the wells have been 
choking up from sand and that the production is 
continually dropping off. He alleges that he has 
received no royalties from the Union Oil Company 
as are supposed to be paid under the conditions of 
the lease. The production has dwindled down at 
present to about 25,000 barrels and it is alleged 
that only 22 of the 30 wells on the property are 
being operated. Demurrer to the cross complaint 
has been filed by attorneys for the Union Oil 
Company as defendants, and cross complaint 
against the Mercantile Trust Company as plaintiff 
and cross defendant. 

The Mary Ishmael allotment, situated in the new 
Perryman-Jenks pool, has been the subject of some 
attention the past week in the Oklahoma field. 
The allotment consists of 160 acres, the northeast 
quarter of section 24-18-12 and looks very likely 
from an oil producer’s standpoint. The girl is mar- 
ried, but is only 17 years old. She has a baby six 
months old and her husband has been appointed 
guardian under the recent laws enacted by the 
legislature in regard to the oil and gas leases of 
minors. On Friday last the matter came up in 
court and several bidders were present to get the 
lease. B. F. Ufer bid $8,200 and got the lease. 
Soon afterward his attorneys took exception to 
the objections filed by C. J. Wrightsman, the other 
bidder in the sale, and the lease was rejected. The 
Wrightsman bid called for one-sixth royalty with a 
bonus of $3,000 and an additional $1,000 for each 
100 barrels a day, which would make $5,000. The 
Ufer bid was for an eighth royalty as long as oil 
and gas was found in paying quantities on the prop- 
erty. The Judge did not entertain the Ufer bid, 
at the second sale held on Saturday, the Prairie 
Oil and Gas Company being the successful bidder, 
getting the lease for $6,000. The Eastern Oil Com- 
pany was the other bidder at the Saturday sale. 
It was Wrightsman’s contention that the Friday 
sale was illegal on account of it not being advertised 
by the guardian, who was appointed at the time of 





the sale, in order that the transfer could be made. 


Sam E. Bell, of Smethport, Pa., has filed suit 
against Andrew Benson and A. A. Little, of Inde- 
pendence, in the courts at Wichita Falls, Tex., 
claiming that Benson and Little have failed to rec- 
ognize his interest in a producing well drilled by 
those gentlemen. He claims he took some leases . 
for the defendants and was to drill three wells, 
but was taken ill while the first well was drilling - 
and had to go home. In his absence, the defend- 
ants completed the well, known as the Benson 
Oil Company No. 1 on the Douglass lease and which 
is making about 30 barrels per day, and Mr. Bell 
claims that Messrs. Benson. and. Little have left 
him out of the proposition. On the other hand, 
Benson and Little claim that after starting the first 
well and setting the surface casing, Mr. Bell left 
for the east and nothing more was heard from him 
until the well was completed. The defendants also 
claim that when the well was shut down and the 
contractor refused to do any work until he had a 


“contract, Mr. Bell having failed to give him one 


when he started the well. There were also supply 
bills to be paid and inasmuch as the contract with 
the lessor called for steady work on the lease or 
forfeiture of the lease, that Benson and Little 
paid all the bills, made a contract with the driller 
and supervised the work until the well was com- 
pleted; that Bell kept a man in Electra who notified 
Bell as to the movements of Benson and Little; 
that they never heard a word from Bell and he evi- 
denced no interest in the well until it was complet- 
ed, when he made his appearance and claimed his 
share in the well. 


The government’s case against Charles A. San- 
dals and Albert L. Griffin, promoters of the Sterl- 
ing Oil Company, wko are on trial before Federal 
Judge Killits at Cleveland, O., for using the mails 
to defraud, will probably be concluded the latter 
part of this week. The taking of testimony was 
adjourned from last Saturday until Tuesday of this 
week Sandals and Griffin did a land office busi- 
ness in the promotion line, having thoroughly cov- 
ered the Illinois and Oklahoma fields in their ram- 
ifications. Many witnesses have been examined 
and Assistant United States District Attorney 
Joseph Fogg secured some damaging testimony 
against the defendants. In examing D. C. Davis, of 
Marietta, O., wko sold some Illinois property to 
the defendants, it was brought out that Davis 
had exchanged checks with the latter so that divi- 
dends could be paid on the stock. Fogg says that 
dividends were paid before the company was or- 
ganized and supported this contention by a letter 
which was produced -as evidence. Davis testified 
trat on property valued at $90,000 he received but 
$30,000 and in February, 1910, had a _ receiver 
appointed for the -contract. J. O. Cook, cashier 
of the Ohio Oil Company at Marshall, Iil,. 
testified that the company had been taking 
the production of the Puncanville properties in 
July and August, 1909, and while the output had 
been advertised at 100 barrels per day it would not 
reach 1,000 barrels per month. It was also brought 
out that the payment of dividends to Ohio inves- 
tors outside the state ceased to receive dividends, 
Witnesses of all classes have been examined and 
each has a tale of hardship. Farms were mort- 
gaged, savings of years were invested and the 
dividends paid in most of the cases were turned 
back on the purchase of additional stock. Nu- 
merous witnesses were examined in an effort to 
show that the production of the tracts of land 
upon which the Sterling Oil Company was reputed 
to have leases could not have the production 
claimed for it in the prospectus sent out by San- 
dals and Griffin. The government contends that 
the stockholders will lose about $200,000 and that 
most of the dividends paid were taken out of the 
stock sales, which is in itself unlawful. The Ster- 
ling Oil Company had several properties in Okla- 
homa and was using them for the exploitation of 
the Sterling Oil Company as well as Illinois prop- 
erties. 





RECENT DEATHS 


W. D. Greer, an oil worker in the Bartlesville 
field, committed suicide at the Right Way hotel, 
in Bartlesville, December 14. Ill health was given 
as the cause in a note left, asking that his parents 
in Texas be notified. 

Cc. W. Sherman, a business man of Woodstock, 
Vermont, died at his home last week from an at- 
tack of typhoid fever. Mr. Sherman accompanied 
A. H. Woodruff on a visit to the Electra, Tex., field 
and it was while there that it is thought he con- 
tracted the disease. 
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SR DRESSER MANUFACTURING CO. 


BRADFORD, PENNA., U. S. A. 





High Grade Pipe Couplings, Sleeves, Clamps and Fittings 
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The Dresser All-Steel Long Sleeves, Style 40 
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Frank Kane, an oil well c<hooter, was killed by 
the explosion of 500 quarts of nitroglycerine, Dec- 
ember 5, at the magazine of the Ohio Torpedo 
Company, at West Liberty, twelve miles from 
Wheeling, W. Va. No part of his body was found 
and only small bits of his team and wagon were 
recovered. It is believed that while loading his 
wagon Kane dropped a can. 

F. H. Hoag, president and manager of the Moun- 
tain Oil Company, at Casper, Wyo., died suddenly 
of appoplexy on Monday, Novemb-r 27. Mr. Hoag 
was stricken on the street and died within thirty 
minutes, after being found. He went to Casper last 
July from Chicago to take charge of the company’s 
business in the Salt Creek district. He was 53 
years of age and leaves a widow, two daughters 
and one son, living in Chicago. The remains were 
taken to Chicago for interment. 

E. L. Foster, a prominent operator of Indepen- 
dence, Kas., died of pneumonia, Monday, December 
11, after but a few days’ iliness. He was a suc- 
cessful producer holding some valuable leases in 
the Hogshooter field of Oklahoma and also had 
gas properties in Kansas. Prior to coming to Kan- 
sas he was interested in the Illinois field. Mr. 
Foster was associated with the public affairs of 
Independence, also a prominent Mason. He was 
born in Lowell, Ind., Sept. 7, 1847, and had lived 
in Independence the past eight years. He 
had previously made his residence there and was 
one of the pioneers. During the interim he lived, in 
Jacksonville, Ill., and it was there he first became 
interested with Illinois capitalists in the oil busi- 
ness. The funeral was held in Independence on 
Wednesday afternoon. 





DELAY OSAGE OPENING. 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 11.—There is no likeli- 
hood that any action will be taken by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior looking toward the opening of 
additional oil lands in the Osage Indian reserva- 
tion for at least a month or two. 

The. attitude of the Department toward the 
question of opening of additional wells in the 
Osage reservation was well expressed by a promi- 
nent official today when he remarked: 

“There are a great many matters of a very press- 
ing nature before the Department and they will 
have to be delayed if action upon the Osage lands 
is given precedence over them, and I know of no 
reason that has been presented to us that is suf- 
ficiently urgent to warrant that.” 

As the Foster leases have four years to run, 
officials of the Department do not regard action 
upon them as urgent. The opening of additional 
land for oil in the vicinity of present oil operations 
outside of the reservation is not regarded as a 
question of sufficient importance as to warrant giv- 
ing it precedence of action over many other mat- 
ters that are pending. So it is that probably two 
months will elapse before any action in these mat- 
ters is taken. 


MORE PIPE LINE CHANGES. 





In the reorganization of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany subsidiaries some cities have been benefitted 
while others have lost their hold on the old com- 
panies. The National Transit Company’s offices 
are still to be maintained at Oil City, Pa., and the 
main offices of additional companies will be es- 
tablished there. The following is a list of the pipe 
line companies assigned to Oil City and the officers 
of the same: 

National Transit Company. 

William V. Miller, president; R. Huyck, vice pres- 
ident; F. D. Williams, general manager; C. H. Lay, 
treasurer; D. R. Mackenzie, assistant treasurér; C. 
R. Ball, secretary; R. C. Lay, assistant secretary. 

Southwest Penna Pipe Line. 

Forest M. Towl, president; E. G. Wright, vice 
president; E. R. Shepard, secretary and treasurer; 
C. A. McLouth, assistant treasurer; E. A. Whipple, 
assistant secretary. 

Southern Pipe Line Company. 

Forest M. Towl, president; J. W. Vandergrift, 
vice president; E. R. Shepard, secretary and treas- 
urer; C. E. Loane, assistant secretary and treasur- 
er. 

Cumberland Pipe Line Company. 

Forest M. Towl, president; John Bahan, vice pres- 
dent; E. R. Shepard, secretary and treasurer; J. H. 
Baker, assistant treasurer; H. C. Young, assistant 
secretary. 

Eureka Pipe Line Company. 

Forest M. Towl, president; H. L. Scrafford, vice 

president; E. R. Shepard, secretary and treasurer; 





C. A. McLouth, assistant treasurer; E. W. Ziegler, 
assistant secretary. . 

President Forest M. Towl, of the South West 
Penna, the Southern, Cumberland and Eureka com- 
panies, is a resident of New York City. Vice Pres- 
ident E. G. Wright, of the South West Penna com- 
pany, will be located in Pittsburg; Vice President 
J. W. Vandergrift, of the Southern Pipe Line Com- 
pany, will be located at Lancaster, Pa.; Vice Presi- 
dent John Bahan, of the Cumberland Pipe Line 
Company will be located at Somerset, Ky., and Vice 
President H. L. Scrafford, of the Eureka Pipe Line 
Company, at Pittsburg. 





ENGINEERING EXHIBITION AT BAKU. 


(From Vice Consul Frederic W. Caldwell, 
Batum, Russia.) 


An international exhibition of internal combus- 
tion motors, electromotors, compressors and auto- 
mobiles is to be held from April 15 to May 28, 1912, 
at Baku, the important Russian seaport on the 
Caspian Sea, and the center of the great oil pro- 
ducing territory of that region. The exhibition 
is organized by the Baku branch of the Imperial 
Russian Technical Society and will be under the 
patronage of the viceroy of the Caucasus. 

Exhibits are invited from all countries. The or- 
ganization promises a lowering of the tariff for 
transportation of exhibits on both Russian and 
foreign railway lines. Exhibits addressed to the 
exhibition will be allowed to pass through the Rus- 
sian frontiers duty free. The sale of goods at the 
exhibition will be permitted. - The receiving of 
goods at the exhibition will commence on Decem- 


‘ber 13 and close on February 13, 1912. 


In its buHetin the organization gives valuable 














FLOWING WELL, PONCA, OKLA. 


information of the probable market for motors 
under these various heads in the Caucasus, Trans- 
caspian and Persian regions, from which is taken 
the following: 

The naphtha industry is, of course, the biggest 
client for motors. Those firms do not care to re- 
model their immense steam plants for internal- 
combustion motors, but apply these motors to ev- 
ery new well they open up. 

Immense new naphtha fields recently discovered 
are about to be opened up, such as Tcheleken, 
Maikop, Sarukhani, Salian, Djengui, and Nephtan- 
aya Gora, where preparations are being made for 
drilling on a large scale. The organization be- 
lieves there will be a large demand for motors in 
these regions. Official statistics show that within 
the 30 months ended last July there were sold in 
Baku 1,720 such motors, representing 62,400 horse- 
power. At present there are only three good mot- 
ors represented in Baku. 

of late compressors (brought here from Eng- 
land.and America) have come into vogue in the 
oil fields, and are fulfilling many important func- 
tions. They are used for getting the naphtha from 
wells and for water pumps. Not the least of their 
advantages is the application of natural gas for 
fuel, which means greater economy to the owner. 

In places where natural gas appears in large 
volume the gasometer is indispensabie for reduc- 
ing the cost of the cheap fuel to the lowest pos- 
sible figure. In the new oil fields there are nu- 





merous big customers for compressors and gaso- 
meters. Hitherto the firms have used compressors 
made in Baku, which, though costly proved insuf- 
ficient. Price is of little importance, buyers being 
willing to pay good prices for good motors. 





OUR EUROPEAN LETTER. 





Exclusive Correspondence of Or anp Gas JouRNAL. 

LONDON, November 22.—After some activity 
and firmness the oil share market in the United 
Kingdom has drifted back into a condition of idle- 
ness following on the announcement of further 
rate cutting in the East by the Standard Oil Com- 
pany. Prices of the leading oil shares therefore 
are moving within very narrow limits. Despite 
this, although business is lacking, the tone could 
not be other than firm. No special features are 
being developed at the moment. Scotch oil com- 
panies are quiet along with the rest. 


Unconfirmable rumors were current on the Glas- 
gow and Edinburgh stock exchanges of renewed 
cutting of prices of refined oil products. The re- 
cent moderate advance in values encouraged the 
hope that negotiations for peace had either been 
completed or were within appreciable distance of 
success. It is now stated, however, that the ad- 
vances are entirely due to a shortage of supplies, 
and that immediately this temporary deficiency has 
been made good the cutting of prices will be re 
sumed by the principal importers with redoubled 
energy. 

On the Amsterdam stock exchange chief atten- 
tion has been devoted to the stock of the Gecon- | 
solideerde Hollandsche Petroleum Company, the 
Royal Dutch-Shell Combine’s Roumanian subsi- 
diary, which has fluctuated widely, owing to con- 
tradictory rumors about an important new issue. 
According to the rumors now in circulation, which 
seem to be. well founded, the company will issue 
new shares, in order further to extend the. busi- 
ness of the Roumanian Astra-Romana Company, 
in which it holds a controlling interest. Some 
time ago the Astra-Romana stock was introduced 
in Paris, and only a fortnight ago dealings also de- 
veloped in Amsterdam. The shares now dealt in 
in these markets are the minority holding which 
was obtained by the Regatul Roman interests 
when this company was merged with the Astra 
into the Astra-Romana. Out of the latter’s share 
capital of 44,000,000 lei, the Royal Dutch-Shell 
group now holds about 23,500,000 lei, so that some- 
what more than one-half of the profit of the Astra’ 
Romana, which is now the largest producer in 
Roumania, goes to the Royal Dutch-Shell group. 
It is estimated that the Geconsolideerde will in- 
crease its dividend to a very considerable extent. 
Last year the dividend was.10 per cent, after a big 
amount had been put to reserves. This year in all 
probability 20 per cent will be paid—of course, 
also after liberal contributions to the deprecia- 
tion funds, according to the policy of the Royal 
Dutch-Shell Combine. The majority of the shares 
cf the Geconsolideerde being in turn held by the 
Combine’s subsidiary, Bataafsche Petroleum Maat- - 
schappy, this will also make a higher income for 
both the Royal Dutch and the Shell Company, — 
which hold respectively 60 and 40 per cent of the 
total share capital of the Bataafsche Petroleum 
Company. 

The demand for oil-tank steamers continues, as 
there are none in the market free, while freights 
are showing a decided upward tendency. Indeed, 
never since the first boat of the kind was built on 
the Tyne, in 1863, have there been so many oil- 
tankers in hand as there are now—twenty-six of 
over 100,000 tons gross—while -report credits 
those in the trade with the intention of ordering 
more. A*contract has been placed by the Anglo- 
American Company with the Caledon Shipbuilding 
and Engineering Company, Dundee, for .a steamer 
of about 2,250 tons capacity, which is intended for 
service on the Canadian lakes. 

It is a noteworthy fact that several of these 
tankers are to be fitted with oil engines; several 
of the proposals, with the object of getting over 
the difficulty of driving deck machinery, being 
very ingenious. For instance, two vessels of the 
type are understood to be on order for the Anglo- 
Saxon Company, for one of whose subsidiary con- 
eerns, the Dutch-India Tank Steamship Company, 
the motor-ship “Vulcanus” was built and engined 
at Amsterdam last year. 

The German-American Petroleum Company has 
contracted with Fried. Krupp, Kiel, for a tank 
vessel, 525 feet. in length and of 14,000 tons carry- 
ing capacity, to be propelled by two motors of at 
least 4,000 horsepower. The same company has 
also ordered two motor tank ships of about 8,000 
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The Sharp & Hughes Rotary Rock Drill Bit 


Is becoming more and more popular in the oil and gas trade as pro- 
ducers find it materially reduces the expense of drilling through rock, 
and obtains results much quicker than any other method now weer: 


This is a practical device, resulting from years of experience in the oil 
field, and is being made and marketed by men of practical experience. 











In the accompanying cut note 
the effect of numberless sharp 
pointed chisels constantly ham- 
mering the bottom of the hole as 
the bit is rotated under the pressure 
of the drill pipe. The hardest 
rock gives way before it. These 
cones are as hard as it is possible 
to make them, and are made in- 
terchangeable so that they may be 
resharpened and replaced when 
they become worn. 
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THE ——— ADVANTAGES OF THIS BIT ARE: 


Seed in drilling. fishing jobs and loss of holes from broken 
Makes a straight, round hole. drill pipe. 


Keeps liberal clearances. 8 Requires minimum. amount of power for oper- 


Straightens bends, insuring that string of pipe. ation, thereby eliminating “twist-offs.” 
to be set will go to the bottom of hole. 9 Will drill at least one foot per hour, any size 
hole, in ordinary hard rock formations en- 


countered in sinking oil, gas or artesian wells. 
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Requires fewer strings of casing. 


6 Makes it possible to.carry large diameter holes 
to greater depth than any other method. 


7 Reduces ‘vibration in drill stem, eliminating 


10 Requires no special experience to operate, 
any driller can use it. 


We have in stock ready for shipment, sizes from 2% inches to 15 inches in diameter. 
All bits made to run freely in standard line pipe and casing. 


Write us for Complete Information and Terms 


Sharp & Hughes 


General Office: 
510 Soxns Comins Building 7 Houston, Texas 


Shop, 2nd and Girard Sts. 
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tons from the Germania yard, Kiel, and in one of 
its existing boats the steam engines are to be re- 
placed by a Diesel motor of 1,800 horsepower. 
Other important developments of the kind are also 
in progress. 

The Austro-Hungarian Petroleum Syndicate has 
new been brought to a conclusion after protracted 
negotiations. The original idea of establishing a 
central sales bureau for petroleum and all auxil- 
iary products has had to be abandoned. Only 
paraffin will be sold by the Central Sales Bu- 
reau, petroleum being left to the disposal of the re- 
fineries individually. The other by-products, as 
benzine, heavy oils, etc., are not syndicated. The 
total of the allotments in the syndicate amounts to 
200,000 tons for the inland market and 300,000 
tens for exportation. It is previded that on each 
double hundredweight of petroleum sold inland 
an export bounty must. be paid in favor of each 
double hundredweight that is exported, and the 
payment is to be half of the inland price; that is, 
in excess of 27 crowns per double hundredweight. 
The maximum of the export premium has been 
fixed at 4 crowns. The maximum has already been 
reached, as the inland price is 35 crowns at pres- 
ent, or 8 crowns over the 27 crowns, 

Nevertheless, the inland refineries already feel 
burdened by the export bounty, as various condi- 
tions have changed since the fixing of the prem- 
ium, as, for instance the rise in the prices for 
crude oil and for barrels, whilst all the refineries 
do not participate in the export charge. But what 
is of the greatest importance is the circumstance 
that the Austrian Government, which has furth- 
ered the formation of the syndicate with ail its 
strength, is energetically opposed to a fresh ad- 
vance in the domestic prices beyond 35 crowns. 
The profits over this rate would have developed 
upon the refineries and it was in expectation of 
this that they resolved on the arrangement in re- 
gard to the export premium, but they now find 
themselves disillusioned. It is for the rest possi- 
ble that the export burden will be reduced by the 
circumstance that the exports will be less than 
the inland sales, as the present diminished pro- 
duction of crude oil is insufficient to permit of ex- 
ports of 300,000 tons when the inland consumption 
is also 300,000 tons. Although the syndicate has 
been formed for a period of five years, the constit- 
uents have the right of giving earlier notice, as, 
for instance on February 28, 1912, in the event of 
the arrangements in regard to the question of the 
export bounty not being maintained or others sub- 
stituted for them. A further defect of the syndi- 
cate lies in the fact that no understanding has 
been reached with the crude oil producers, and, as 
a consequence, the syndicate refineries will have to 
compete with each other in the purchase of crude 
cil. An arrangement has been concluded with the 
Limanowa (French) Company, but not with the 
Vacuum Oil Cempany, against which the adminis- 
trative measures nt the government continue, so 
that the working of this American company’s re- 
finery remains suspended. 

While the great Roumanian scheme for a pipe 
line from the oil fields to the sea hangs fire, sev- 
eral new pipe lines are being constructed in the 
country, notably by English interests. It is the 
intention to lay two lines, each of 4 inches diame- 
ter, the one for heavy crude and the other for 
light, between Moreni and Ploesti. The new pipe 
from Moreni to the refinery at Targoviste is in 
use, and that from Bordeni to Ploesti has been 
completed from the wells to Ploesti Nord. Pres- 
ent work is devoted to linking up the different 
Ploesti refiners with this pipe line, and it is not im- 





probable that it will be in use before the end of 
this month. There is talk of extending it to Bus- 
tenari. 

Petroleum has made a successful entry into yet 
another industry—that of soap-making. A square, 
neat-looking, plainly branded cake of laundry soap 
from a factory near Vienna shows that it contains 
75 per cent of crude oil to the weight of fatty 
acids. The makers claim that theirs is the first 
crude oil soap manufactory in the world, and it is 
stated that the article can be made and sold at 
two-thirds the cost of any other brand of laundry 
soap. One or two points with regard to the new 
manufacture require to be elueidated—for  in- 
stance, as. to whether the crude oil is cleansed 
or rectified in any way before being used for soap, 
and in particular what becomes of the considerable 
amount of paraffin wax—some 10 or 11 per cent— 
which Austrian crude contains when it leaves the 
wells. While waiting further information on these 
matters, one must admit that the use for soap- 
niaking of the hydrocarbons of mineral oil in place 
of the fats of animal, or vegetable origin which 
has now been successfully accomplished for some 
time past in the factory referred to, is a notable 
achievement. It goes without saying that al 
crude petroleums would not be suitable for this 
rurpose—for example, it is probable that the as- 
phalt base of California oil would have to be dis- 
posed of in some way before the soap-making 
could be accomplished. 

Another new invention for the utilization of pe- 
troleum as fuel has been experimented upon with 
some success in Lemburg. The inventors are Giz- 
binski, of that city, and A. Lewicki, of Stryj. The 
object of the apparatus is to replace wood—which 
is extensively burned in Austria—or coal as heat- 
ing material for domestic stoves. Most readers 
will be aware that in that country the stoves are 
cf the tall, inclosed pattern, lined on the out- 
side usually with tiles, used in Continental locali- 
ties where great cold is experienced in the winter. 
Tests carried out in the presence of the represen- 
tatives of the Lemberg Chamber of Commerce and 
others created much interest. During the trials 
it could be seen that the crude oil was being con- 
sumed with a bright white flame and quite with- 
out smoke, and that it gave great heat. The oil 
in this apparatus is conducted to the stove by pres- 
sure and is vaporized immediately before being 
consumed. The tests confirmed the claim that for 
heating the stove in a living room one kilogramme 
of oil is required, and that the expense for heat- 
ing is from about one penny to three halfpence, 
The apparatus itself can be produced at a figure 
ranging from some £2 10s to £3 ($12.50 to $15). 

Though Italy produces a moderate amount of pe- 
troleum within its own borders—round about 8,000 
tons per annum—the internal consumption of the 
country is naturally much greater, and the im- 
port and distribution of various oil products has 
become quite a special business. Just now there 
is a good opening for enterprising producers or 
marketers who are prepared to meet Italian views 
with regard to terms and conditions upon which 
shipments shall be paid for; in particular inquiries 
are being made for new sources of supply of lubri- 
cating oils and greases, there being no doubt that 
a large business could be done in first-class lines 
ci these descriptions. At the present time trade 


is done on the basis that the Italian importer 
must pay cash for the consignment on presentation 
ot the bill of lading, but whereas he sells to the 
retailer or consumer on credit terms, six to twelve. 
months being allowed, it is apparent that a con- 
signing firm also prepared to allow credit would 





enjoy greater facilities than are available under the 
present system. If credit were allowed, and if in 
addition liberal samples of superior goods of the 
class indicated were sent for testing and for com- 
parison with present imports, a considerable 
amount of new business would in all probability re- 
sult. The quantity of crude petroleum produced 
in. Italy shows signs of increasing, the government 
bonus for drilling wells beyond a certain depth 
having proved an incentive to development, and in 
the near future a considerable amount of territory 
will be opened up. Efforts were recently made in 
London to secure English capital for this purpose, 
but foreign investment in Italian oil fields has 
met with by no means uniform success and the 
attempt temporarily failed. 

The Consolidated Dutch Petroleum Company, 
which is the Roumanian subsidiary of the Royal 
Dutch Petroleum Shell group, proposes to make a 
fresh issue of shares. Although official informa- 
tion is not yet forthcoming the emission appar- 
ently refers to the creation of 3,200,000 florins of 
uew shares for providing funds for the Astra-Ro- 
mana Company, which is contolled by the Consol- 
idated Company. It is also reported that the com- 
pany proposes to pay a dividend of about 20 per 
cent for 1910-11, as compared with 10 per cent in 
the previous year. In addition to the control of 
Roumanian fields, the company works the large 
Russian fields of the former Kasbek syndicate, and 
some time ago participated in the new Standard 
Russe Company, which incorporated the Kasbek 
fields as well as other oil resources. 

While shippers of oil, and particularly of il- 
luminating oil, are devoting much attention to the 
markets of the Near East and the Levant, which 
they -are supplying on competitive terms, the trade 
in lamps, an important auxiliary to increased con- 
sumption, has been somewhat neglected. It is ob- 
vious that a good and cheap lamp is itself an 1n- 
centive to burn oil, but what business is done in 
this direction in the localities named would appear 
to be strictly limited. In Constantinople—Turkey, 
it should be remembered, produces practically no 
petroleum of its own—lamps made of pressed tin 
plate find a large market. Glass lamps with a 
metal foot also sell largely. 
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The open season for practical jokes is on and 
J, C. Straus, a scout in the Electra field, fell for 
one last Saturday morning at Wichita Falls. Mr. 
Straus was down town with his automobile during 
the extremely heavy rain which fell in the state 
last Friday and Saturday, and the car, having stood 
in the rain all day Friday, refused to move when 
Mr. Straus elected to go home at night: There 
may have been other nights when Mr. Straus want- 
ed to go home and the car did not, and there may 
have been nights when the car could have gone 
but Straus could not and there may have been 
nights when the wheels of the machine went home 
with a rotary motion and Straus went home with a 
centrifugal motion, but this night it was the car’s 
fault. After standing all night in the rain, some 
cne phoned Straus that a brewery wagon had run 
into his car and tore off the left hind wheel and 
that the police department had ordered the car 
taken off the street. Mr. Straus hurried down 
town in the pouring rain and spent some time ex- 
amining the car, only to see the gang lined up at 
both hotels and giving him the laugh. Straus said 
if a wagon had to damage his car he would sooner 
it would be a brewery wagon than any other he 
knew of, as the damages would be more to his 
taste. 
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rope to all the oil fields in America. 
cables to use for the different fields. 


Mr. Orr WELL MAN ~ our Patent Steel WIRE DRILLING CABLES and SAND LINES 
are made especially for the Oil Fields—they’re the long service, satisfactory kind—try them and be 
By using B. & B. Cables you have the benefit of all our experience in furnishing wire 
We will be glad to give any driller our opinion of the proper 


Write to us. 


BRODERICK & BASCOM ROPE Co. 


809 N. MAIN STREET, ST. Louis, Mo. 


NEW YORK—SAN FRANCISCO—SEATTLE 
ST. LOUIS—SEATTLE 
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Steel Derricks and 
Drilling Rigs 


_ This photograph shows an 80-foot Woodworth Drilling Rig used 


by the Carnegie Natural Gas Company at East Avon, Pa. 

This rig represents the most modern and economical means of 
deep well drilling and pumping. 

We manufacture derricks in four standard heights 55, 64, 72 and 
80 feet, to suit all ordinary conditions. Also complete drilling 
rigs, including bull wheels, walking beams and crown blocks. 
Can make prompt shipment of either Yorke or Woodworth type 


from stock 
Our catalog containing additional information 
illustrations and statistics sent on request 


CARNEGIE STEEL COMPANY 


GENERAL OFFICES, PITTSBURG, PA. 


EXPORT REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT OFFICES 
UNITED STATES STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY, New York sbi INGHAM CLEVELAND nwt wei 
PACIFIC COAST REPRESENTATIVES BOSTON DENVER PHILADELPHIA 
UNITED STATES STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY BUFFALO DETROIT PITTSBURG 
LOS ANGELES ~ SAN FRANCISCO CHICAGO NEW ORLEANS ST. LOUIS 
PORTLAND SEATTLE CINCINNATI ST. PAUL 

















RAINBOW PACKING 


MAKES STEAM FLANGE AND HOT WATER JOINTS INSTANTLY 








Thousands of Imitators 
No Equal 
Will Hold Highest Pressure 





Don’t have to use Wire and 
Cloth to hold Rainbow 
Can’t Blow It Out 




















The color of the RAINBOW PACKING is red. See Insist on having the Genuine PEERLESS Goods: 
that our Trade Mark, the word “RAINBOW,”’. is a Rainbow Packing, Peerless Piston Packing, Eclipse Gas- 
diamond in three rows of diamonds in black, connected, kets, Honest John Hydraulic Packing; Air, Steam, and 
extends throughout the entire length of each yard or roll. Water Hose, Rubber Belting, Pump Valves, Matting, Etc. 








PEERLESS RUBBER MANUFACTURING CO. 


16 WARREN STREET 


Detroit, Migh.................+-. 24 Woodward Avenue 
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WEEKLY RECORD OF OIL FIELD OPERATIONS 





OKLAHOMA. 


CONDITIONS ARE IMPROVED. 








With a number of wildcat wells 
due, of which the most interesting 
are those being drilled by the Gypsy 
Oil Company and the Producers Oil 
Company west of Sapulpa, in the 
Kelly pool, the operators in the Mid- 
Continent field have had nothing to 
complain of the past week, as far as 
interesting developments are con- 
cerned. These tests, together with 
the development in Pawnee county, 
which has been lagging somewhat the 
past few weeks on account of scarcity 
of water, but- which has been helped 
considerably by a good rainfall, as 
well as the interest being shown in 
the Perryman pool, south of Tulsa, 
all tend to take the Oklahoma fields 
out of the ordinary class and make 
them, as they have been the past few 
years, the center of interest in oil 
circles throughout the country. 

Pawnee county still continues 
to hold the center of the boards in 
point of interest and while no wells 
now being completed are as large as 
those drilled in several months ago, 
they are still large enough to stimu- 
late drilling to such an extent that the 
county probably leads the entire Mid- 
Continent fields in point of new work. 
With the addition of a smail well sev- 
eral miles to the scuthwest, this field 
will probably see a great deal of 
wildcatting in the near future, with 
a reasonable certainty that a new pool 
will eventually be opened up. 

In the Kelly pool, about six miles 
west of Sapulpa, where a good well 
was brought in about the middle of 
October, the two tests mentioned 
above are drilling, and this section 
of the country looks pretty good to 
the operators. Should these wells 
come in good producers, there will be 
an influx of oil men into that part 
of the country and a great deal of 
n 7 work will be started. 

Although there was only one com- 
pletion in the Perryman pool, interest 
still continues as keen as ever in 
this new field. With the addition of 
a good well across the Arkansas river 
drilled by the Prairie Oil’ and Gas 
Company on its tank farm, a boom at 
Jenks has been started and real es- 
tate men are apparently reaping 2 
harvest, if the advertisements are to 
be believed. But there is a good deal 
of interest being taken in this well 
and several offset tests have been 
started, in addition to the Prairie Oil 
and Gas Company’s second test on the 
lease. The Perryman pool, on the 
east side of the river, has been unusu- 
ally rich and a great deal of drilling 
has been done in a limited area which 
can only have one effect, and that to 
drain the pool; with an extension 
three-fourths of a mile to the south- 
west, however, the operators have an- 
other chance and no doubt will go 
after the territory around the new 
well as fast as possible. 


Drawing on Stocks. 


The report of the Prairie Oil and 
Gas Company runs for the week end- 
ing December 7, is interesting to the 
operators in the entire country. The 
runs for the week were 583,530.06, a 
daily average of 83,361.44 bbls.; the 
deliveries for the same length of time 
were 692,112.96, a daily average of 98,- 
873.28 bbls. But the most interesting 
part of the report is the statement of 
oil taken out of tankage. The report 





for the week shows that 108,582.90 
bbls., or a daily average of 15,511.84 
bbls. were taken out of storage. It is 
this big decrease in stocks that leads 
the Oklahoma operator to hope for 
an increase of price. There is no bet- 
ter way to-stimulate drilling than to 
increase the price and certainly some- 
thing must be done to relieve the 
drain on the stocks. 


While it is true that Electra prom- 
ises to unload a great quantity of 
high grade oil on the country, still 
there is nothing at this time to indi- 
cate that it will prove a factor in the 
Oklahoma situation. Oil is bringing 
55 cents in that field, with 30 cents 
freight added, which makes it an ex- 
pensive proposition to the pipe line 
companies. And this in face of the 
looked for gushers. Certainly when 
the pipe lines now building into that 
field are completed, there will be 
nothing, unless it is a big pool, to in- 
dicate that the price ‘will be reduced, 
especially. when it is considered that 
the pipe lines will save the greater 
portion of the present freight rate. 

With the Electra field at present 
not a factor, and from the length of 
time that the outside wells which will 
either prove or condemn the field. 
have taken to drill, and with the en- 
ormous drain on Oklahoma stocks, it 
begins to look as though the price in 
the Mid-Continent field may go a lit- 
tle higher than it is at present. 


Pawnee County. 


The Producers Oil Company got two 
nice wells this week on the Jones farm, 
section 35-21-8. No. 7 started off at 
500 bbls. and No. 9 is a little larger, 
making 650 bbls. the first 24 hours 
Quite a little trouble was encountered 
in trying to finish No. 7. The derrick 
was pulled in twice in trying to loosen 
the 10-inch casing and finally after sev- 
eral trials were made, the casing had 
to be left in. The company has made 
a location for No. 16 in the northwest 
corner of the farm and No. 8 is show- 
ing for a much better producer than 
either 7 or 9. The second well of the 
Pulaski Oil Company on the Connors. 
in section 26-21-8, will make 100 bbls. 
a day, not quite so good as the first 
attempt and it will have to be pumped 
on account of the absence of gas. The 
Prairie well on the Lewis, to the north 
in the same section, should be in the 
latter part of this week and Argue & 
Compton’s test on the north eighty of 
the Connors, offsetting the Pulaski No. 
1, is getting toward the interesting 
point. It looks very encouraging for 
a northern trend in the development of 
the Pawnee county pool and the next 
few weeks will be important for that 
part of the field. The Pulaski has 
made a location for No. 4 on the Con- 
nors, west of No. 3. Flight & Burns 
have started their No. 1 on the Arm- 
strong, in section 4-20-8, west of the 
Paova pool, where they will make a 
deep test. Markham & Ball are drill- 
ing at 1,000 feet in their test in the 
southeast corner of the east half of the 
northwest quarter of section 20-18-8 
which is doing pretty well for only 
having started the middle of last week 
The Miriam Oil Company (Rabinovitz 
& Co.) has started a test on the Moore 
Williams, section 26-21-8, north of the 
Pulaski pool and the Argue & Comp- 
ton wells. 

The Minnehoma Oil Company has 
another well about due on the 
Michaels, section 34-21-8. This is the 
sixth well on the property, which by 
the way is holding up as well as any 
in the Pawnee county field. 





The| 


Paova Oil Company got a light one in 
No. 3 on the Kinney, section 2-20-8, in 
the deep sand. The upper sand, in 
which No. 2 proved to be a producer, 
was there, but it proved to be barren. 
There was about 150 feet of what is 
called the Layton sand. The well will 
make 40 bbls. No. 3:is located south 
of No. 2 one location and the Bavtles- 
ville sand was found rather low in the 
former, making it look much better 
toward the south end of the farm. The 
Paova also drilled in No. 11 on the 
Warren, section 3-20-8 this week, and 
it will make 75 bbls. in the Cleveland 
sand. A 60-quart shot was put off and 
the Layton sand will be shot next 
week, and the well will be pumped 
from both sands. The Paova is drill- 
ing wells in the Cleveland sand, in be- 
tween the deep ones on the Warren 
and its other properties in section 3- 
20-8. The S. R. K. Company is down 
1,400 feet on the Arnold farm, in sec- 
tion 3-20-8, No. 13 on the lease. The 
same company is getting ready to drill 
No. 9, the location for which was made 
some time ago, but never drilled. The 
Milliken Oil Company brought in No. 
3 on the Craig, section 3-20-8 this week, 
and it is rated at 200 bbls. 


Test Wells. 

East of Terlton a mile and a half 
and southeast of the Chase & Brown 
well, E. E Stafford has made a loca- 
tion on the J. W. Parshall farm, sec- 
tion 28-20-8. The tools are on the 
ground and the rig timbers have been 
hauled in, but the drilling operations 
are not yet started. The Chase & 
Brown well is being pumped, but 


much trouble is being caused from: 


water. A 2-inch tubing was unable to 
take care of it and now the owners 
have decided to put in 3-inch. The well 
will make 50 bbls. a day even with 
the latter. 

The Prairie Oil and Gas Company, 
was shut down several days. waiting 
for water in the test on the McMurtry, 
section 25-20-7, southwest of Terlton. 
The contractors started up again yes- 
terday. 

Kemp & Jennings are still trying to 
get the tools out of the hole in their 
test on the school land in section 16- 
20-8. The Hardy test, being drilled 
by the Commerce Oil Company is also 
shut down, for water. 


A Deep One, 

The Slick & Jones test on the Black- 
burn allotment, section 28-18-7, is still 
drilling at about 3,000 ft. It will be 
remembered that this well had a show- 
ing in a.1,600-ft. sand. After the con- 
tract has been fulfilled, that of drill- 
ing to 3,000 feet, the upper pay will be 
shot and a test made in that sand. 

Frank Barnes and associates, of 
Bristow, are having hard luck with 
the William Vann test in section 9-19-9. 
They are trying to drill by two strings 
of tools at a depth of 2,200 feet. The 
Nina Oil Company, another Bristow 
combination, has a rig up on the Annie 
Tiger, in section 9-19-9. 

Reed & McMahon are shut down for 
water in their test near Okemah, sec- 
tion 12-13-9, and have made no prog- 
ress during the past week. 

Braden & Steele are drilling at 800 
feet on the Williams, section 28-18-10, 
northwest of the Kelly pool. In the 
Kelly pool, the Gypsy Oil Company is 
drilling at 900 feet on the Edna Thomp- 
son, section 35-18-10, a location south 
and a little east of No. 3 on the Annie 
Brummet, the. Kelleyville Oil and Gas 
Company property. The Gypsy well is 


located in the northeast corner of the 


southeast quarter of the northwest 


‘Fork sand was missing 





quarter of the section. Offsetting this 
on the east, the Producers Oil Com- 
pany has a well due in the deep sand, 
having cased yesterday. The Red 
in this 
test, but quite-a little gas was found 
in the big lime, below the Red Fork. 
The Kelleyville Oil and Gas Company 
has a rig up for No. 4 on the Brummet, 
a location south of No. 3, which is 
making about 60 bbls. a day now. 
A Muskogee Prospect- 

A well is reported from Muskogee, 
in section 20-15-19, south of the Coun- 
try Club at Muskogee, and it means 
quite a little extension of the field 
there. The well is shut down at the 
top of the sand and it is reported as 
having a showing at the top of the pay. 
Pending the arrival of machinery, the 
well is still shut down and information 
regarding it is rather meager. 


Osage Junction. 


’ Osage Junction has become one of 
the “has beens” so far as gushers and 


interest is concerned. It has been a 
long time since a well of any propor- 
‘tions has been drilled, but several 
wildcats are drilling that may prove 
interesting when completed. The 
Uncle Sam Oil Company has resumed 
drilling on No. 2 in section 23-22-9, that 
has been dry so far. It is now 300 
feet in the Mississippi lime and quite 
the deepest that has been made in the 
pool. The company is rigging up on 
No. 3 and will start drilling soon. The 
Indian Territory Illuminating Com- 
pany is drilling No. 3, in section 35- 
22-9. The first two wells were small 
producers and No. 3 is in the south- 
east corner of the southwest quarter 
of the southeast quarter of the sec- 
tion. The same company is fishing at 
1,600 feet in section 3-22-9, 

In the old part of the field, Moore & 
Braden have one machine at work, 
drilling No. 5 in the north half of 
section 12-21-8, between the Bartles- 
ville sand wells. The machine is used 
for shallow sand wells only. The 
Northwestern Oil Company tas an 
outfit drilling No. 56 in the south half 
of the same section. The Finance Oil 
Company and Franchot have a 50 bbl. 
well in No. 2, section 2-21-9. 

The Prairie has finished No. 31 on 
lot 167, in the old part of the Osage, 
and it will make 100 bbls. The Barns- 
dall Oil company has completed No. 8 
on lot 298, good for 400 bbls. and No. 
9 is a 3,000,000-foot gasser. On lot 
294, the same company has completed 
No. 14 with 100 bbls. production. 

Bird Creek. 

Next to the field south of Tulsa, the 
Bird Creek development is probably 
the most interesting to the Mid-Con- 
tinent producers. The wells are not 
gushers, but they are of the staying 
variety and although they don’t set 
the world afire with initial production, 
they keep up well. Among the late 
completions is the Producers Oil Com- 
pany’s No. 14 on the Eliza Panther, 
section 17-21-13, making 65 bbls. The 
Britton-Johnson Company has com- 


pleted No. 8 on the Frank Charley and © 


it will make 75 bbls. The Savoy Oil 
Company No. 2 on the fee piece in sec- 
tion 20-21-13 started off at 125 bbls. 
The Gypsy Oil Company has complet- 
ed No. 6 on the David Chisholm, sec- 
tion 20-21-13, and it will make 55 bbls. 
The first well of the Henry Gas Com- 
pany on the M. Austin, section 5-21-13, 
will make 100 bbls. The Planters Oil 
Jompany has finished up No. 5 on the 
Richard Coon, in the same section, and 
it will make 90 bbls. a day. No. 4 on 
the Roy Skaggs, section 5-21-13, of the 
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Spears Oil Company, will make 125 
bbls. The Burgeon Qil Company, on 
the Myrtle Skagg, is making about 
the same, 

In the Flat Rock-Turley district, the 
Quintuple Oil Company has finished 
No. 2 and 3 on the D. L. Winton, sec- 
tion 12-20-12. The Okla Oil Company 
should have No. 3 completed within a 
few days. The Los Angeles Cherokee 
Oil Company is offsetting Argue & 
Compton on the Burgess and has com- 
pleted No. 3, rated at 50 bbis. a day. 
Argue & Compton are drilling No. 8 
on the Burgess, section 12-20-13. 

The Perryman Pool. 

Interest of Oklahoma operators still 
centers in the pool south of Tulsa, and 
although the past week has brought 
no new extensions, it is a busy spot 
and the next week should determine its 
probable area. The controversy and 
leasing of the Mary Ishmael allotment 
was the most interesting event of the 
week. First B. F. Ufer was the suc- 
cessful bidder, for $8,200, but his bid 
was recalled on a technicality by his 
lawyers. The other bidder at the first 
sale was C. J. Wrightsman and he filed 
objections to the Ufer lease. The 
judge took the matter up on Saturday 
and the Prairie Oil and Gas Company 
was the successful bidder, paying 
$6,000 for the 160 acres. This is in the 
heart of the Jenks pool and is valuable. 

Things at Jenks are getting interest- 
ing and The Prairie started things by 
drilling in a good well there last 
week. The same company is spudding 
on the P. Rentie, section 18-18-13, the 
southeast corner of the northwest 
quarter of the section. Stunkard Bros. 
are drilling at 1,100 feet in the south- 
east quarter of the same section and 
same allotment. Another test, draw- 
ing near the interesting point, is the 
Canadian Valley Oil and Gas Company 
well on the Leona Watson, section 31- 
18-13, drilling at 1,200 feet. Craver & 
Berry are drilling at 800 feet in the 
first well on the Rose Shobe land, sec- 
tion 28-18-13. Suppes & Minshall 
missed the Red Fork sand in their well 
on the Lizzie Fisher in 8-18-13 and are 
drilling at 1,300 feet. 


Shallow Sand- 

There is still some activity in the 
old shallow sand districts. In the 
Salt Creek district, the B. F. White- 
hill interests have drilled 12 wells dur- 
ing the past two weeks. They will 
average 10 bbls. a day and are not 
very much trouble to drill, making it 
worth while, even at the present price 
of oil. The wells drilled were on the 
S. Alberts, 10, 11, 12, and 13. On the 
Payne, section 9-24-17, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 
60, 61 and 62 were completed. Up in 
the Delaware-Childers district, Guns- 
burg & Forman have four strings of 
tools now at work and Clarke & Co. 
have two wells drilling, one on the 
Werther and the other on the Johnnie 
Moore, both inside locations. A great 
many cleaning out tools are running in 
that district. 


REPORTED SALE A MYTH. | 





Various oil and other papers through- 
out the country printed a story this 
week that Sinclair, White, Ufer, Litch- 
field and associates had sold all their 
producing properties in the Mid-Con- 
tinent fields to the Prairie Oil and 
Gas Company for $2,000,000. The 
Journal authoritatively states that 
there is no truth to the report as no 
sale has been made and there is 
nothing to indicate that there is any 
deal contemplated between these 
parties, 

Of course, it is every producer‘s ex- 
pectation to sell out at a profit and re- 
tire to lead the simple life. A pipe 
line company makes the best purchas- 
er and there is no doubt but what 
the Sinclair-White crowd would seli 
to anyone if they were offered enough 
for the property. 





The Journal is sorry it has to deny 
the report as there is no one it would 
rather see get $2,000,000 than the 
above named gentlemen. 


TEXAS PANHANDLE. 
ELECTRA THE BUSY FIELD. 


ELECTRA, Tex., Dec. 13.—Since the 
last report, 3,215 bbis. has been added 
to the field’s production. Of this 
amount, the Corsicana Petroleum 
Company has 1,825 bbis., from six 
wells, the Producers Oil Company 445 
bbls., from two wells, the Red River 
Oil Company 720 bbls., from one well 
and Clint Wood added 225 bbls. to 
the production of his No. 1 on the 
Allen lease, purchased from the Elec- 
tra Oil and Gas Company some months 
ago. This well was completed at 1,020 
feet, having 34 feet of sand and pump- 
ed for some months at the rate of 50 
bbls. per day. The well was deepen- 
ed early this month, and a new sand 
found at a depth of 1,060 feet. The 
sand was penetrated 20 feet and the 
well started’ to flow at the rate of 275 
bbls. per day, which it is making at 
this time. 

Of the new wells, No. 4 Allen, drill- 
ed by the Corsicana Petroleum Com- 
pany, furnished the principal topic of 
interest. It was completed in the shal- 
low sand last Friday and started off 
at the rate of 300 bbls. but on Monday 
afternoon, it was making 800 bbls. and 
holding steadily at that figure. The 
Corsicana company also completed No. 
2 on the same lease, a shallow. well 
making 275 bbls. Other completions 
of that company were: Woodruff-Put- 
nam No. 7, shallow, 100 bbls; No. 12 
on the same lease, 150 bblis., and No. 
13 on the same lease, which is stand- 
ing full of oil and will make a 250- 
bbl. pumper. The Producers Oil Com- 
pany completed Nos. 6 and 7, Stringer, 
both shallow wells, making 70 and 375 
bbls. respectively. The Red River Oil 
Company’s No. 8 fee, is in with an ini- 
tial production of 720 bbls. 

The Field’s Production. 

The total production of the Electra 
field is a little better than 10,000 bbls. 
daily, from 46 wells, an average’ pro- 
duction of 220 bbls. Of this amount, 
the Corsicana Petroleum Company has 
5,200 bbls. from 17 wells, the Produc- 
ers Oil Company has 2,200 bbls. from 
17 wells, the Red River Oil Company 
has 10 wells producing 2,400 bbls. 
Clint Wood has one well making 
275 bbls. and the Benson Oil Com- 
pany has a 25-bbl. pumper. 

- Six of the Producers Oil Company’s 
wells are on the Waggoner lease, Nas. 
5, 6 and 7 making 52 bbls. total, No. 8 
making 100 bbls., No. 9 is a 250-bbl. 
well-and No. 11 is a 75-bbl. well in the 
shallow sand. This is the first lease 
drilled in the field, Electra getting its 
start from « well drilled by Waggoner 
Bros. for a deep artesian strata. At a 
reported depth of 500 feet an oil sani 
was passed through and althoug: the 
old test is ten years old, oil may still 
he bailed fiom it. The field laid J+r- 
mant until several years ago when one 
of the Waggoner Bros. drilled several 
small wells which are now owned by 
the Producers Oil Company. On 
April 1, the Corsicana Petroleum Com- 
pany, the old Clayco Company, the 
producing end of the Magnolia Petro- 
leum Company, drilled in its first test 
on the Woodruff-Putnam lease, the 
well starting off at better than. 1,000 
bbls., from a sand found between 1,600 
and 1,700 feet. This land was. leased 
to the Corsicana Petroleum Company 
by A. H. Woodruff, or Moriah Center, 
N. Y., and C. M. Putnam, of Moriah, 
WN. Y., who several years ago, at the 
instance of Fay D. Woodruff, present 
mayor of Electra, came to Electra and 
purchased the 160 acres which is now 
*the most prolific lease in the field. A. 
H. Woodruff is the father of Fay D. 
Woodruff and Mr. Putnam is his broth- 











er-in-law. On this lease are 12 pro- 
ducing wells with a total daily pro- 
duction of 3,300 bbls. On the Cross & 
Brown lease the Corsicana company 
has two wells making 275 and 240 
bbls., respectively, on the Allen lease, 
three wells making 1,300 bbls., and a 
small well on the Sheldon lease mak- 
ing 75 bbls. 

Beside the weH on the Waggoner 
land, the Producers Oil Company has 


two small wells on the Bywaters lease. 


making 48 bbls. together and nine 
wells on the Stringer lease, which is 
directly alongside of the Woodruff- 
Putnam, making 1,700 bbls. R 

The Red River Oil Company has 
nine wells on an 80-acre lease due 
north of the Corsicana Petroleum Com- 
pany’s land, making 2,400 bblis., the 
Benson Oil Company’s test southeast 
of the pool and near the town of Elec- 
tra is making 25 bbls. and Clint 
Wood’s lease on the Allen, which was 
deepened last week, is making 275 
bbls. 

As an example of the staying quali- 
ties of these wells, it is only neces- 
sary to use No. 1 of the Corsicana Pe- 


‘troleum Company on the Woodruff- 


Putnam lease, which was completed on 
April 1, with an initial output of bet- 
ter than 1,000 bbls. and on this date 
is making 900 bbls. When it is re- 
membered that even larger wells on 
the same lease are making more oil 
than No. 1, although some 600 feet 
shallower, and No. 3 about 250 feet 
deeper than No. 1 is making more than 
700 bblis., the attractiveness of the 
Electra field is apparent. 
The Drilling Wells. 

A great deal of interest is being 
manifested in the test of the Honaker 
Oil and Gas Company, about 4 1-2 
miles east of the field. Monday night 
a report in Wichita Falls was to the 
eect that a sand had been found at 
1,520 feet and penetrated 12 feet ana 
that the well would be bailed. With 
even a small well this distance from 
the pool, the excitement would be In- 
tense, aS many operators have waited 
months for some of the outside tests 
to come in. so they could know how to 
arrange their plans for-the future. 

The test of Culbertson Bros. on 
Woodruff Heights, a short distance 
southeast of the main pool and close 
to the town, is nearing the depth at 
which the sand should be found. The 
well was reported to be 1,900 feet deep 
and was to have been drilled in but a 
fishing job- Monday will delay the 
work. The Producers Oil Company’s 





feet deep and full of water, however, 
there are so many fantastic reports 
about these outside tests that it is hard 
to get accurate information concerning 
them. ‘ 

Forty-two wells are drilling and 26 
rigs are up, of which three are shut 
down. The Producers Oil Company is 
drilling No. 4 Stringer, nearing the 
deep pay, and Nos. 11 and 12 which 
have. not yet reached the. shallow.-pay; 
No. 1 Rogers, 24% miles southwest. of 
the field is down 2,300 feet, with no 
showing; this is the deepest test. ever 
made in the field; No. 10 Waggoner, 
is at the shallow pay and Nos. 12 and 
13 have not reached the shallow sand 
and No. 13 is a rig; No. 1 Beat, men- 
tioned above, is drilling at 1,900 feet; 
Tate No. 1, which was drilled 30 feet 
and shut down on account of a law 
suit; is again drilling; Marriott No. 1 
is still shut down by an injunction; 
'McBirney No. 1 is about 700 feet deep 
in the second hole, having lost the 
first at 860 feet; and Skinner No. 1 is 
a rig. 

The Corsicana Petroleum Company 
is drilling eight wells and has nine 
rigs up as follows: Woodruff-Putnam 
No. 6 is 1,000 feet deep and nearing 
the deep pay found in No. 3; No.“15 
is at the shallow sand and Nos. 14 and 
16 on the same lease are rigs; Brewer 
No. 1 is drilling and No. 2 is a rig;. 
Allen No. 3 is drilling and No. 5 is 
a rig; Honaker No. 1 is 1,400 feet deep; 
Cross & Brown Nos. 5, 6 and 7 are 
rigs, the timber having been moved 
from the location made for No. 3 on 
this. lease, on account of the poor 
showing of the Ninety-Nine Pumping 
Company’s No. 1 Sheldon, which miss- 
ed the shallow pay and is shut down 


is drilling at 1,000 feet, and F. D. 
Woodruff Nos. 1, 2 and 3 are at the 
shallow pay, No. 2 evidently missing 
same, as a rotary is being rigged up 
to drill deeper. 

The Red River Oil Company is drill- 
ing Nos. 9 and 10 on its 80 acre fee, 
Nos. 11 and 12 are rigs and Allen No. 
2 is a rig. Clint Wood (old Electra 
Oil and Gas Company) set 8-inch in 
Allen No. 2 and is drilling in; No. 3 
on the lease is fishing, Nos. 4 and 5 
are drilling and No. 6 is a rig. 

The Honaker Oil and Gas Company 
is reporting a showing as_ stated 
above; the Wichita Oil and Gas Com- 
pany No. 1 Bierbaum, is fishing at 
1,450 feet; Deering and Son No. 1 fee 
is drilling; the Electra Oil and Gas 
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Company No. 1 Allingham, several 
miles south of the pool, is rigging up 
to drill. This test was partly rigged 
up some months ago but drilling was 
never started. On the Woodruff pas- 
ture, J. A. Bickley has a rig; Hivick 
and associates have a rig up on the 
Fisher land; Hub Reed and associates 
are rigging up on the Jennings tract, 
east of Electra; Ed Wilson has a rig 
up on Woodruff Heights; Clark & 
Harbin No. 1 Powers is down 1,050 
feet; the Culberson Oil Company No. 
1 Woodruff is fishing at 1,910 feet; 
Wier & Co., are drilling a test on 
Woodruff Heights; Bierbaum No. 1 
Douglass is below 1,500 feet;- the 
Ninety-Nine Pumping Company No. 1 
Dale, is drilling below 1,200 feet and 
the same company’s No. 1 Sheldon, is 
waiting on a rotary to deepen; Dale 
and Company No. 1 Woodruff Heights 
is drilling, and Whitehill & Burns No. 
1 Woodruff & Krohn, is below 1,200 
feet, this test having been started in 
September, the hole caves badly and 
delays the work. Clint Wood No. 1 
Sheldon is shut down waiting on a 
rotary, having missed the shallow 
sand; W. C. McBride No. 1 Woodruff 
& Krohn is a rig and No. 1 Sheldon is 
drilling at 1,300 feet; Matthews and 
associates No. 1 Williams, is drilling 
at 1,065 feet and the Community Oil 
Company (Sol Williams) No. 1 fee, 
is down 1,648 feet. W. Mowris No. 1 
Fields is 1,200 feet and No. 1 Showers 
is 1,800 feet, both wells having been 
shut down for tack of water, but the 
heavy rain of last week undoubtedly: 
supplied the deficiency and the work 
will start again. Overman & Neff No. 
1 Flusche set casing at 1,350 feet, J. 
A. Hull No. 1 Webb is a rig, the Shel- 
don Oil Company No. 1 Palmer is shut 
down and No. 2 on the lease is a rig. 


With the Wildcatters. 

With the possible exception of Cali- 
fornia, the Texas Panhandle stands 
alone in the number of wildcat rigs 
running or getting ready to start, when 
the excessive cost of drilling is con- 
sidered. Everyone who has the capi- 
tal to drill a well and a likely looking 
location is not waiting for any part 
of the country to be proved before 
starting a well and all over the coun- 
try for a radius of 50 miles around 
Electra, from a few miles southwest 
of Lawton, Okla., to Young county, 
Texas, the drill is busy. Particularly 
is Young county in the eyes of the 
operators at the present time and 
practically the whole of the county has 
been leased. The Producers Oil Com- 
pany is drilling on the Judge Arno/d 
farm near Newcastle and the Southern 
California Oil Company, headed by Dr. 
Miller, is drilling near Westfork, Ar- 
cher county, on a direct line from the 
Petrolia field. These are two import- 
ant tests as the talent has it doped 
out that the sand runs in that direc- 
tion. 

Three tests are drilling near Iowa 
Park, where some shallow wells were 
drilled nearly ten.years ago. The Dis- 
muke & O'Neil test on the Overby 
land, a_mile and a half east of Iowa 
Park, is down 450 feet with a reported 
trace of oil at 300 feet; the Bierbaum 
test, 7 miles northwest of Iowa Parx 
is moving over, having froze the drill 


stem at 950 feet in the first hole. Stap- 


les & Co. are rigging up on the J. B. 
Overby tract, one mile south of Iowa 
Park and will start drilling in a few 
days. 

Drilling is in progress in the Board 
of Trade well west of Vernon, Tex., 
Cc. H. Clark and associates of Iowa 
Park are behind the movement. The 
deep test drilled by the Altus Water 
Company at Altus, Okla., has been 
abandoned. No oil or gas was found. 
The test at Fields, Tex., is down 1,100 
feet; a sand was found at 640 feet 
in this test. The test at Harrold, Tex., 
is down 1,800 feet with no showing. 

W. G. Skelly and associates are 
building a California rig on lot 15, M. 





A. Willis survey, Waggoner Bros. 
tract, seven miles southeast of Elec- 
tra. This is an important. test 
to the southeast, which is the favorite 
direction at present. The Worth Oil 
Company is down 900 feet with 10-inch 
pipe and will carry it as much lower 
as can well be done. This well has an 
electric light plant in the derrick, op- 
erated by a steam turbine. The der- 
rick has 6-inch irons with calf wheels 
and was built for a deep test, if neces- 
sary. 

The Culberson test, at Bacon Siding, 
is again drilling and is down 400 feet 
after rebuilding the bull wheels. The 
derrick is up and material is on the 
way for a test at Ahpeatone, Okla., 
25 miles southwest of Lawton, the 
project being backed by Benedum & 
frees of Pittsburg. The rig is an 84- 
foot standard, with calf. wheels, in 
fact, a complete California derrick. 
The well will start with 16-inch cas- 
ing. The Comanche Oil and Gas Com- 
pany is getting ready to make a test 
near Lawton, Okla., and it is reported 
that a project is on foot at Frederick, 
Okla. 

At Davidson, Tillman county, Okla., 
Campbell and associates, on fee land, 
are rigging up for a test nine miles 
east of that town. The hole will be 
drilled to 2,500 feet if necessary. The 
Tennessee Oil and Gas Company, com- 
posed of Oklahoma City and Memphis 
people, is hauling out material to drill 
a well 11 miles north of Electra. Max 
E—. Moore has the contract to drill the 
well. 

The Avis Oil and Gas Company is 
getting ready to drill on the Jim Avis 
ranch, eight miles east of Wichita 
Falls, Tex. The company, composed 
of Jim Avis, president; F. Wicks, sec- 
retary and treasurer, and L. Solinsky, 
of Beaumont, general manager, has 
4,200 acres under lease. 

The Benson & Little location is rig- 
ged up and ready to start drilling in 
a few days. The recent rain relieved 
an embarrassing situation on this well. 

The Fowlkes Townsite Oil Company 
is preparing to let a contract for a 
test well at Day Spur, east of Electra, 
Tex. A drilling machine will be used 
for the first thousand. 

The Bellevue Oil and Gas Company’s 
test near Bellevue is rigging up to 
drill. Timber and rig irons have been 
shipped to Fort Worth for a deep 
water well test for the Pierce-Fordyce 
Oil Association’s new refinery under 
construction at that place. 

The Texas and Pacific Coal Com- 
pany is preparing to drill a deep test 
at Thurber, Erath county. A diamond 
core will be used and the test put 
down to 3,000 feet. A record of this 


well will be kept for the benefit of |b 


the Geological Survey Department, of 
the State University at Austin. Pat- 
terson & McAlester of Petrolia have 
become interested in the Fassett 
ranch well and will push the well to 


completion, A drilling machine will 
be used. 

The test at Sugden, Okla.; is shut 
down while the interested parties are 
endeavoring to raise additional funds 
to carry on the work. It is reported 
to be 1,600 feet deep. 

Storage and Prices. 

The storage of the field on Decem- 
‘ber 1, amounted to 219,000 bbls., of 
which the Magnolia Petroleum Com- 
pany owns 190,000 bbls. and the Texas 
Company 29,000 bbls. On this date, the 
Red River Oil Company reports no sto- 
rage and the Pierce-Fordyce Oil Asso- 
ciation had just begun to take a por- 
tion of the Producers Oil Company’s 
production. 

Oil is still bringing 55 cents, the 
posted price, and it is certain that the 
market will not go below these figures 
unless a big well is brought in outside 
of the pool. The Pierce-Fordyce Oil 
Association, without any production 
of its own, is bidding for some of the 
oil, offering six months contracts at 
55 cents, but so far has found no tak- 
ers outside of the Producers Oil Com- 
pany. This company expected 
Waggoner Nos. 8 and 9 to be big wells 
in the deep sand and probably con- 
tracted with the Pierce-Fordyce com- 
pany at 55 cents to keep from shut- 
ting these wells in as the contract 
calls for the production of these wells 
only. The wells however, were small, 
only making about 400 bbls. together 
and the Pierce-Fordyce Oil Associa- 
tion will probably have to pay a bonus 
to get any more oil. 

Fifty-five cents is a good price when 
it is considered that 30 cents must be 
added on for freight but with the build- 
ing of the several pipe lines to the 
field, the freight will not be a factor 
so it cannot influence the market 
downward. 

Magnolia to Build Line. 

The Magnolia Petroleum Company 
will start its line from Electra to Cor- 
sicana just as soon as the men and 
materials can be secured. With the 
vonstruction of this line, together with 
the one from Corsicana to Beaumont 
now building, the Magnolia company 
‘will be in splendid shape to care for 
its fuel as well as its refined business 
and can load its own boats at Sabine 
from either refinery. 

The Texas Company is hustling the 
construction of its line from Electra 
to Dallas but it has not yet been def- 
initely decided whether it will go via 
Fort Worth or not. With a line from 
Electra to Dallas, via Fort Worth 
the Texas Company can supply its 
customers at Fort Worth with fuel 
through the same line from its refinery 
at Dallas. The Texas Company is 
building a station in the Electra field 
ut sites for other stations have not 
been decided on as locations with 
plenty of water must be secured and 
that is always a serious problem in 
this country. The work of stringing 
and laying is going right on, a con- 











Thureday, 


siderable portion of the pipe having 
‘peen laid between Electra and Wichita 
Falls. It will be remembered that The 
Yrexas Company planned to lay be- 
Yween these points only and ship by 
cars from Wichita Falls to Dallas, the 
Katy road having made a special rate 
‘of five cents per hundred for this 
service, but the Fort Worth and Den- 
ver railroad made such a strong kick 
‘to the Railway Commission of Texas, 
claiming that the rate hurt the Den- 
ver’s business, that the Commission 
not only forbid the rate but abolish- 
ed all the special oil rates effective 


‘in the state on December 8. As the 


regular rate is prohibitive, it means — 
the construction of pipe lines wher- 
ever possible, and the railroads, to 
whom oil transportation was all vel- 
vet, will lose no inconsiderable part 
of their revenue as well as an expen- 
sive equipment out of service. As 
soon as the Commission’s decision 
was made, The Texas Company chang- 
ed its plans and will now transport its 
oil to its refinery through its own line 
as soon as completed. 

The Pierce-Fordyce Oil Association 
has not announced its intention of 
building a line from the Electra field - 
to its proposed refinery at Fort Worth 
but if successful in producing or pur- 
chasing much oil in this field, will 
no doubt lay a line between. those 
points. Until that time, at the pres- 
ent market and freight rate, it will 
cost that company a little over 80 
cents to put a barrel of oil in Fort 
Worth. : 

The Magnolia Petroleum Company 
has completed seven 37,500-bbl. tanks, 
has the 6th ring up on No. 8, the bot- 
tom for Nos. 9 and 10 and is grading 
for No. 11. Seventeen tanks in all 
will be built by this company on this 
farm but another farm has been start- 
ed three miles west of Electra and 
two 55,000-bbl. tanks are under con- 
struction at this place. The Red River 
Oil Company has a 37,500-bbi. tank on 
its lease and The Texas Company has 
two 37,500-bbl. tanks completed and is 
building Nos. 3 and 4 on the Waggoner 
farm near its loading rack west of the 
town. The Pierce-Fordyce Oil Asso- 
ciation is building one 55,000-bbl. tank 
east of the town. close to the railroad. 

With the preparations to store and 
pipe the field‘s output it will take 
a big production to cause the opera- 
tors any inconvenience. 


TEXAS—LOUISIANA 
GOOD PRODUCER AT CADDO. 
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SHREVEPORT, La. Dec. 11.— 
While no large wells were completed 
during the past week in the Caddo 
field, four fair wells in different parts 
of the field were brought in. The 
Standard Oil. Company completed 
Barry No. 6 in the southwest corner 
of the northwest quarter of section 
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11-20-16, at noon Sunday, making 8,200 
bbls. and now making about 4,200 
bbls. 

The Cudahy Oil Company com- 
pleted its Marshall No. 1 in the north- 
west corner of the southeast quarter 
of section 10-20-16, good for 250 bbls. 
The Standard Oil Company completed 
its T. Hart No. 5, in the southeast 
quarter of the southeast quarter ot 
section 20-21-16, making 150 bbls., and 
the Sun Company completed its New- 
by No. 42, in section 34-22-15, in the 
shallow sand making between 500 and 
600 bbls. 

None of the wells which had been 
expected in the Monterey district was 
completed, but some of them are ex- 
pected any day. The Standard Oil 
Company is 2,000 feet in its Thoma 
son 2 in section 32-22-16. The same 
company is 2,150 feet in Barret No. 1, 
section 11-20-16; 2,150 feet in Stiles 
No. 49, in section 32-21-16; is rigging 
up to pump Stiles 48 in section 17-21- 
16 which failed to flow. In Ellerbe 
No. 8, section 5-21-16, the Standard 
got nothing at usual depth and is 
pulling liner to drill deeper; in its 
Ellerbe No. 9, same section and in its 
Ellerbe No. 11 in section 9-21-16, 4 1-2- 
inch casing has been set and work is 
being held up until the casing sets. 
In its Ellerbe No. 10, section 5-21-16, 
the Standard got nothing at the usual 
depth and drilled 20 feet deeper and 
is setting liner. 

The Koster Oil Company has set 
liner in its No. 19, section 34-21-16; 
but it did not flow and will probably 
make a small pumper. 

The Rogers Oil and Gas Company 
completed its No. 1 in the south half 
of the northeast quarter of section 
15-21-16 as a gas well and moved 
thirty feet north and is drilling No: 2. 

The Continental Oil Company, on 
tke Atkins lease, in section 35-21-15, 
set liner in its No. 1 at 2,282 and will 
be completed during the week. 

The J. M. Guffey Petroleum Com- 
. pany is still drilling on the Chew in 
Marion County, Texas, just west of 
section 5-21-16 and the same company 
is about 1,500 feet deep in its Watson 
No. 1 and the Stallcup No. 1 in Ma- 
rion county. 

The Gulf Refining Company has 
about completed Stockley No. 3 in 
section 5-21-16; the same company 
was prevented from completing its 
DeBusk No. 1, in the southeast quar- 
ter of the northeast quarter of section 
5-21-16, by the collapse of a packer 
and an effort is now being made to 
pull the liner. The Gulf Refining 
Company failed to get anything in 
its Rambo No. 1 in the southwest 
quarter of the northeast quarter of 
section 5-21-16 and will drill deeper. 

The Producers Oil Company is ce- 
menting 6-inch in its Davis No. 3, in 
section 10-20-16 and Ellerbe No. 5 in 
section 5-21-16 and is still trying to 
cement between the 4 and 6-inch in 
its Harrell No. 10 in section 4-21-16. 
The Producers Oil Company completed 
its Russell No. 5 in section 3-20-16, 
but it did not flow and will be put on 
the beam. 

The Commercial Oil Company is 1,- 
500 feet deep in its No. 1 on the 
Muslow tract, in section 4-20-15, on 
Pine Island. 

Several new locations have been 
made; the Potters Point Oil Company, 
composed of B. F. Rodgers et al is 
drilling a well in northeast corner of 
Lewis Armstead 2,000 acre tract in 
the Potter Survey, Marion county 
Texas. 

The Rogers Oil ane Gas Company 
tas located its No. 11 on the Levee 
Board, in northwest corner section 23- 
21-16; the Barker Development Com- 
pany has located its Nos. 2 and 3 on 
the east 50 acres of the south half of 
the southwest quarter of section 21-22- 
15. The Sun Company, located its No. 


43 on the Boyter, in the southeast 
quarter of the southeast quarter of 
section 10-21-16 and Nos. 47 and 49 
in the southwest quarter of the north- 
west quarter of section 10-21-16. The 
Knight Oil Company has made a new 
location in the northeast corner of 
the northeast quarter of the north- 
west quarter of section 36-22-16. 
There has been no _ noticeable 
change in the production, still hold- 
ing up at approximately 25,000 bbls. 
per day and no change in the price 
of crude. S. W. M. 


GULF COAST 
A VINTON PRODUCER. 








BEAUMONT, Tex., Dec. 9.—It -is 
two months since a producer was 
brought in at Vinton, the three com- 
spletions since then being dry holes. 
As a break in the monotony, the Pro- 
ducers Oil Company has finished up 
its No. 8 Gray, with a production of 
125 bbls. Though this figure is small, 
still-the chances are that it will hold 
up for a long time, as there is no salt 
water coming with the fluid, and it 
is thought that the sand was drilled 
dnto just the proper distance. The 
well has taken a long time to drill, 
and unless the production holds up for 
months it will not pay out. The most 
frequent cause for delay in finishing 
the test in good time, was the num- 
ber of twist offs, and at one period, 
many days were lost trying to fish 
vut a roller bit. 

The total new production secured in 
the Gulf Coast region for the week 
:mounts to 215 bbls. Vinton is cred- 
ited with the largest part of it, while 
the balance is divided between the 
completions recorded at Saratoga, 
Sour Lake and Humble. 

The Sun Company finished up its 
No. 61 Texas Crude (reported here- 
tofore as Brice) good for 50 bbls. 
‘The well is located in the 700-foot 
ghallow sand territory. During Octo- 
ber and November the company com- 
pleted three producers, two on the 
Williams land, and one on the Sessler 
land, all of which were in the shallow 
and belt. 

At Sour Lake S. S. Jackson brought 
in his No. 2 Robert making 25 bbls. 
‘This was the only completion at the 
Lake, though the Lucy Moore Oil 
Company is setting strainer in an old 
hole, and it expects to get a small 
well. 

Humble continues to furnish small 
producers, and this week R. L. Blaf- 
fer got a 15-bbl. producer in his No. 
16 Barrett. The J. M. Guffey Petro- 
leum Company failed to get anything 
at Spindletop from its No. 143 Gladys, 
and the casing is being pulled to 
abandon. Salt water was found in the 
well. 

At Batson tlie Sun Company has its 
No. 22 Spindletop strip on the beam, 
but so far the well made mostly 
water, though there is a slight show- 
ding of oil. 

There were no completions at eith- 
er Markham, Jennings or Welsh. 

New Work. 

Humble has taken a slight brace in 
the past few days, and has more rigs 
running than for many weeks. There 
are seven rigs running, one new der- 
stick up, and four rigs shut down. 
Those drilling are the Producers Oil 
‘Company No. 3, Foster Lumber Com- 
pany and No. 1 House; Clay & Co. No. 
1 Demeritt; Fondren No. 1. fee; Bald- 
‘win & Redman No. 1, Cleveland; John 
O’Neil No. 9, Riverside and Neile 
Esperson No. 27, Herman. The rigs 
shut down are Producers Oil Company 
No. 49, Herman; No. 97 Hermah; No. 
128 Burt and Hale & Co. No. 5, Weed. 
The derrick belongs to McCloud & Co. 
‘for No. 2, Moore. 

At Markham. the Pay Streak Oil 
Company is drilling its No. 8, and is 





making rather slow progress owing to 
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hard formation. The Burke Oil Com- 
pany tested its Nos. 6 and got salt. 
water. It is claimed that the hole was 
drilled too deep. The showing on the 
ditch was as good as any that has 
been noted in the field, and the belief 
is that the oil is there, even if a well 
did not result. An effort is to be made 
to shut off the lower part of the 
strainer with cement and a plug. The 
‘Hardy Oil Company will not start any 
new work until after the new year. 

Two wells are being drilled at Sara- 
toga. The J. M. Guffey Petroleum 
Company is at work on its Hopkins 
No. 23, the location of which is 190 
feet west of its Hopkins No. 21. The 
Sun Company is drilling a well on its 
Texas-Crude lease. 


There is but one-rig running at Bat- 
son. The J. M. Guffey Petroleum Com- 
pany is putting down its Wing No. 126. 

The Gilbert Oil Company is deep- 
ening its No. 9 (an old well) and has 
sidetracked strainer. The other com- 
panies at work upon wells or drilling 
at Sour Lake are the Crosbie Oil 
Company, deepening its old well No. 4; 
The Texas Company is drilling No. 
150 fee; Three Way Oil Company drill- 
ing No. 1 Robins. The Annex Oil 
Company succeeded in setting strain- 
er and bailing will be started in its 
No. 6 West. 

T; ere are six rigs running at Spin- 
diet p, two shut down, and one new 
location made. Those drilling are 
Thresher-Gray Oil Company No. 4 
McFaddin; J. M. Guffey Petroleum 
Company No. 146 Gladys; Unity Oil 
Company No. 8 McFaddin; Sun Oil 
Company No. 41 Star & Crescent; 
G. B. Speed No. 9 block 5; Wilson & 
Broach No. 27 Higgins. The _ rigs 
shut down are Bowles and associates 
No. 1 block 15 and the Stella Oil Com- 
pany No. 20 Hogg-Swayne. The Tri- 


angle Oil Company has made a loca- 
tion for No. 5 Cissel., 90 feet north 
of the Guffey Company’s No. 138 
Gladys. 

The Crowley Oil and Mineral Com- 
pany is drilling its No. 55 fee and the 
Gulf Refining Company its Martin No. 
1 at Jennings. These are the only 
rigs running in the field. 


Vinton had a disappointment owing 
to the outcome of the test made by 
the Texana Oil Company in its No. 1 
Gardner & Noble, at a depth of 1,950 
feet. As far as showings go, it was 
thought that a producer of some 
“worth was about to be brought in. 
However, the output was black salt 


jwater. The Texana Company has not 


jost entire confidence in the location, 
A 


and that the salt waver did mot really 
come from the strata tested. At any 
rate the final test will be made in the 
course of the next few days. 


Abercrombie and Cox have started 
another test on the Atlas lease. It is 
located. 50 feet west of No. 1, which 
completion came in several weeks ago 
flowing fresh water at a depth of 
1,575 feet. No. 2 is not to be drilled 
any deeper, the claim being made that 
the water came from a sand above, 


that, into which the strainer was set, |- 


and in the new test, this will be cased 
oft properly. The Vinton Petroleum 
Company is still working on its No. 
14 and has been losing all returns for 
the last few days at a depth of 1,790 
feet. It is an old well. There are 
only three rigs running now over new 
tests, being the Stewart Oil Company 
No. 3 Vincent; Gray Oil Company No. 
3 Gray and Abercrombie and Co. No. 2 





Atlas. 





Texas Louisiana Wildcats. 

The Community Oil Company at 
Barber’s Hill, Tex., is at work run- 
ning 8-inch over the 6-inch casing 
which was set several weeks ago. The 
casing leaked, and all efforts to get 
a good seat were unsuccessful, so the 
intention is to get it out if possible. 

The Morton Lake Oil Company’s 
test, located in Walker county, twelve 
and a half miles northeast of Hunts- 
ville, Tex., has been shut down for 
six weeks. 

Archibald Campbell, of Tulsa, Okla., 
is drilling a test in Wheeler county, 
near Shamrock, Tex. The depth is 
600 feet. Mr. Campbell has made a 
location for a test to be drilled in 
oo Green county, near San Angelo, 

ex. 

At Big Hill, in Matagorda county, 
Tex., the test belonging to R. E. Mid- 
Wlebrock, continues to blow out. Only 
a slight spray of oil is noticeable with 
the gas. 

The Producers Oil Company is drill- 
ing its second test in Gregg county, 
near Longview, Tex. The present 
‘depth is 500 feet. The first test was 
‘abandoned at a- depth of 2,400 feet. 

The Home Oil Company is prepar- 
ing to set strainer in its test located 
‘near Lake Charles, La. Strainer will 
be set at two depths, 1,800 and also at 
2,200 feet. 

The Producers Oil Company has sus- 
pended operations at Edgerly, La. 
Several weeks ago it took over the 
‘holdings of the Edgerly Oil Company, 
and Edgerly Petroleum Syndicate, 
and started to deepen the Syndicate 
well which had been shut down at 
1,600 feet. The Producers Company 
‘drilled to 1,875 feet and shut the rig 
down. It is not known whether the 
test will be abandoned or drilling op- 





‘erations again started. A. B. P. 





ILLINOIS 
SOME OUTSIDE WELLS. 








BRIDGEPORT, Ill., Dec. 11—Little 
of interest has developed in the Ilii- 
nois field the past ten days, although 
wells are being completed at about 
the usual rate. It is hardly expected 
that there will be much of an increase 
in operations until after the holidays, 
although the conditions in this field 
are not any too encouraging for ac- 
tive development work when the win- 
ter sets in and the roads become al- 
most impassable. However, there are 
a number of outside wells drilling, 
some removed far from the producing 
areas, but the showing in those com- 
pleted has not led to any undue ex- 
citement. The two wells at Carlin- 
ville, in Macoupin county, in which a 
small showing ‘was reported, have 
caused a little stir and the well being 
drilled by the Mid-Valley Oil Company 
near Denny station in Perry county, 
while reported to have a showing, has 
somewhat disappointed the talent. 
The well is underreaming and there 
will be little known about its true 
worth, until the water is cased off. An- 
other well is to be drilled on the Davis 
farm in the Jacksonville field, Morgan 
county, the last well finished being a 
duster at 450 feet. The rig was mov- 
ed 400 feet south of the original well 
and drilling has started. The rig 
which the Niagara Drilling Company 
had on the Jerry Flynn farm will be 
moved back to the Robertson farm, 
where a small well was finished up 
some time ago. The casing will be 
pulled and it will be rimmed down 75 
feet to shut off the water. Another 
well is to be drilled in that locality 
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and will be put down 1,500 feet to 
make a test for a lower pay. 

Judge Barlow & Boyd are drilling a 
well two miles southeast of Salem, 
Dent county, Mo., and it is reported 
that they have 25 feet of sand with a 
little showing of oil. Snowden Bros. 
have large holdings in that locality. 


They also have a well drilled 950 feet 
at Rolla, Mo., and it is said that there 
is a showing of sand with a little oil, 
which taken from the _ indications 
would make it look as though Missouri 
may have some oil yet. Barlow & Boyd 
are going to drill-more wells in Dent 
county as they have considerable 
acreage under lease. 


The best of the late completions 
was made by the Haywood Oil Com 
pany in Lawrence county, in its No. 12 
on the northwest corner of the Nancy 
J. Updike farm, section 35, Petty town 
ship, which pumped 125 bbls. from the 
Tracy sand. E. N. Gillespie’s test on 
the southwest corner of the Danie} 
Groves farm, in the northwest quarter 
of section 6, same township, pumped 
but 5 bbls. The pay was found in the 
Kirkwood sand. 
panys No. 8, George W. Gray No. 3 
farm, section 1, 230 feet from the north 
line and 700 from the east line of the 
farm, pumped 15 bbls. from the Tracy 
sand, and its No. 8 on the northwest 
corner of the Cassie Walters farm, sec- 
tion 36, same township, pumped 25 
bbls. from the Kirkwood sand. 


In Bridgeport township, Lawrence 
county, Biggs, Edwards & Hoy’s No. 1 
on the northeast corner of the Emma 
J. Abernathy lot, in the 
quarter of section 8, pumped 160 bbls. 
from the Kirkwood sand at 1,564 feet. 
Mayhugh & Harshberger’s No. 4 on 
the H. P. Shephard heirs farm, section 
29, 50 feet from the north line and 600 
feet from the west line of the farm, 
pumped but 15 bbls. from the Kirk- 
wood sand, and the Ohio Oil Company 
No. 25, W. C. Miller farm, section 20, 
also pumped 15 bbls. from the same 
sand. 

In Honey Creek township, Crawford 
county, Selby, Cissler and others’ No. 
24, D. A. Reaville farm, section 1, 
pumped but 10 bbls. 

In Oblong township the Mahutska 
Oil Company’s No. 5, Highsmith Bros. 
farm, section 8, made 30 bbls., and the 
Kewanee Oil and Gas Company’s No 
14, Matthew Shiltz farm, section 8, 
1,200 feet from the north line and 350 
from the west line of the farm pump- 
ed 40 bbls. 

In the Siggins pool, in Union town- 
ship, Cumberland county, northwest of 
Casey, Bell Bros.’ No. 6 on the south: 
west corner of the W. M. Schmoyer 
farm, section 7, was a duster. 


Another Deal. 

Another prominent transfer of large 
oil holdings kas been made in the 
Carlyle pool, in Wade township, Clin- 
ton county. The latest transaction 
was the purchase by the Ohio Oil Com- 
pany of the holdings of Treat & 
Crawford in that productive pool, con- 
sisting of the A. Karhoff farm, with 
seven wells, and the Leonard Deiter 
farm, with 12 producing wells, all in 
Wade township, in the heart of the 
pool, and the Benoist lease in the San- 
doval pool, in Sandoval township, Ma- 
rion county, about 15 miles northeast 
from the Carlyle pool. The daily pro- 
duction of the leases is between 900 
and 1,000 bbls. The Ohio Oil Company 
is acquiring a very creditable produc- 
tion in the new Carlyle pool, having 
purchased the Frank P. Ranger hold- 
ings a few days ago, giving it close to 
2,000 bbls. production a day from the 
rich spot. The consideration of the 
deal has not been made public, but 
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OHIO-INDIANA 
LOOKING FOR EXTENSIONS. 








LIMA, O., Nov. 11—The Lima end 
of the old Trenton rock field is very 
quiet at present and judging from the 
new work under way, a large increase 
in production can hardly be looked 
for. During the past week but three 
completions were reported and they 
were light wells. In Scott township, 
Sandusky county, the Adams Oil and 
Gas Company’s No. 11 on the S. 
Sproul farm, section 31, made 8 bbls., 
and in Oregon township, Lucas county, 
the New England Oil Company’s No. 
24 on the John McIntyre farm, sec- 
tion 31, is good for 5 bbls. In Liberty 
township, Wood county, A. B. Chid- 
ester’s No. 23 on the Irvin Squires 
farm, section 34, made 20 bbls. With 
the finding of a well at Newburg, 
south of Cleveland, and with the well 
at Oberlin, operators are looking for 
an extension of the Ohio field in that 
direction. Many wells have been drill- 
ed in the northern part of the state, 
outside of the defined producing 
limits, but little production has ever 
been developed. The Sun Company 
and the Paragon Refining Company 
have leased up a large block of land in 
the eastern part of Sandusky and 
Seneca counties, and .will drill some 
advance wells in the near future. 
Some years ago Thos. Percy found oi: 
in small quantities on Middle Bass 
island, in Lake Erie, although devel- 
opment work was not continued. With 
the gas territory in northern Ohio 
showing up in good shape some im- 
portant wells ought to be drilled in 
the Ohio field within the next few 
months. 


FIELD VERY QUIET. 


MARION, Ind., Dec. 11.—The old 
sections of the Indiana field which 
at one time were capable of furnish- 
ing anything that an operator could 
desire, are about as quiet at this time 
as they have been for years. It is 
not long ago that Indiana was more 
than holding its own as a producing 
section and when large wells were 
being found, and the gas supply was 
sufficient to keep a number of glass 
factories running:a long season, there 
was little idea that the gas would soon 
play out, the glass factories move, and 
the oil output dwindle ‘until it could 
not be figured as one of the important 
factors in the country’s supply. The 
failure of the gas supply was also felt 
in field developments, there being 
Scarcely enough gas to drill and pump 
wells With the wells making very 
little oil and other fuel commanding 
a good price it was cheaper in a great 
many cases for the operators to pull 
out their old wells and use the pipe 
in other localities, than to try and 
make payers out of practical strippers 
at the cost of operation. With cheap 
fuel available many of the old wells 
could be made to pay, but the outlook 
is not promising at present. However, 
in the southern part of the state, in 
what is known as the Oakland City 
pool, good gas wells are being obtain- 
ed and the output is being utilized. 
Much leasing has been done in the 
southern counties extending along the 
the Ohio river and it would not be 
surprising if operations would be ex- 
tended across the river. Near Evans- 
ville, in Vanderburg and Warrick 
counties, several test wells have been 
drilled, but they gave little encour- 
agement. In almost all of the coun- 
ties extending north from the river 
large blocks of land have been leased 
at different times and there is plenty 
of available space for drilling if any- 
thing should be, opened up with the 
ear marks of a pool. Around Loogoot- 
tee several years ago a number of 
wells were drilled but the greater 
number were dry holes while a little 
oil and gas showed in some of the 





wells. Near Birdseye, in Dubois, 
Crawford and Perry counties, a little 
oil was found some years ago, and 
that country may again be the scene 
of actual development work. In Day- 
iess and Martin counties. some oil and 
tas was found and the territory has 
not been fully condemned. 

The Thompson farm well which 
was started a couple of weeks ago, 
on the Samuel Thompson farm, 
miles north of Vincennes, in Knox 
county, has reached a depth of about 
500 feet. The drillers on reaching 
this depth decided it necessary to 
recase the well. The company finan- 
cing this wildcat venture has given 
the contractor instructions to give the 
lower strata a thorough test and the 
Hrill will be kept at work as long as 
there is any chance to find oil or gas. 

The wildcat well drilled by A. M. 
Ramsberger on the W. J. Lost farm, 
in the southeast quarter of section 3, 
Ward township, Randolph county, 
produced 12 bbls., natural the first 24 
hours, and may be the forerunner of 
a new pool, being far in advance of 
previous production. 


KENTUCKY. 
SOME IMPORTANT WILDCATS 


SOMERSET, Ky., Dec. 11.—While 
there are several wells drilling in the 
Kentucky field completions are few 
and far between. A few important 
wildeats are under way, one of the 
most important being the well drilled 
by Snowden Bros., near Hawesville, 
Hancock county, along the Ohio 
river in the western part of the state. 
The well is now down about 1,200 
feet and has shown nothing but a 
little gas at 900 feet. Some time ago 
‘test wells were put down in that lo- 
cality and they also found a little gas 
at about 900 feet, but it had no stay- 
ing qualities. The Snowden well will 
be drilled as deep as possible with the 
present outfit, in the hope of finding 
a lower pay. 

Rex Carpenter has a well under 
way in Whitley county on the Mus- 
grove farm, and it will be made a deep 
test. A test is being drilled with a 
standard rig near Hartford, in Ohio 
county, which will also be watched 
with interest. 

In the old field in Wayne county 
average producers are being obtained 
and the production of the field is 
holding up fairly well. The runs for 
the past week aggregated about 1,500 
bbls. per day, which is a little better 
than for some time. Most of the 
production comes from Wayne county, 
a little being scattered over several 
ether districts. The runs from the 
various districts were as follows: 











District. Bbls. 
COGIC. 5 cvistivccsgcaatcecgeeteess ule ane 
SH COTG... ..vinwecaxieicsncsau eased 770.50 
BEOUDSRVTSE “sce cectevcvcvspecies's 771.99 
| RSS re Freee ere eer 1,361.40 
WDORGOr : SOs iiss on csc cseeen es 143.36 
TOO ind bc bse ce sisicesaabeses 849.44 
POPRIOP TIO ovis ccesinnsewteavves 3,281.87 
WR PN in So kc adseces wageseeer 2,099.78 
WIRIIB ons vnnccdanesen sees 107.78 
| eer rt 10,625.52 
Daily average .... 1,517.79 
PENNSYLVANIA, 


WEST VIRGINIA, 
SOUTHEAST OHIO. 


INTEREST IN KANAWHA. 








PITTSBURG, Pa. Dec. 12—The 
week just closed was less interesting 
in development -work than the one 
preceding. No important test wells 
were completed and developments as 
a rule were confined to the interior 
of districts that have long been de- 
fined. At this time there are but two 
districts in the eastern fields that are 
attracting any considerable attention. 
The one located in Elk district, Kana- 
wha county, W. V., and the other in 





the deep sand territory in southeast- 
ern Ohio. The discovery in Kanawha 
county is the most important for the 


reason that it promises to furnish). 


some strictly new producing territory. 
It is too early in its development to 
indicate its probable size, As has 
been previously stated it does not 
look favorable for an extension to the 
northwest or the south and southwest. 


5 The two light pumpers ccmpleted a 


few weeks ago lead to this conslusion. 

The two locations may not preclude 
the possibility of extending the pool 
to the west. The good producer to 
the southeast on the Grace E. Myers 
farm makes the prospects for an ex- 
tension in that direction very promis- 
ing. The well has been in for two 
weeks and at no time has the produc- 
tion fallen below 100 bbls. a day. The 
Barth-Schwartz well, the initial pro- 
ducer and the one to bring the Blue 
Creek country to the front has 
been in for nearly two months and 
has for some time been holding up 
very close to 100 bbls a day. 

The cost of drilling to the Squaw 
sand is not excessive and this will 
make the territory attractive. The 
cost of drilling and equipping a well 
should not exceed $5,000. For sev- 
eral miles in every direction from the 
producing wells, the territory has been 
leased. The Ohio Fuel Oil Company, 
the Hamilton Company and the South 
Penn Oil Company are the largest 
holders and are the most active in de- 
veloping the territory. Recently there 
has been a revival of leasing far in 
advance and it will require a pool of 
no smali dimensions to embrace all 
the territory that has been leased on 
the strength of the Barth-Schwartz 
and Myers farm wells. 

At this time there are 12 or 15 wells 
drilling and starting in Elk district 
and half as many locations have been 
made. It will be two or more weeks 
before any more wells will be due 
to get the sand. In adjacent counties 
there is still some wildcatting. On 
Big Otter creek, Clay county, the 
Big Otter Oil and Gas Company drilled 
a second test on the J. M. Boggs farm 
through the sand and scored a duster. 
On Porter creek, in Union district, 
the Koontz Oil and Gas Company 
drilled a test on- the C. K. King farm 
through the Big Injun sand and se- 
cured a light gasser. In Mason dis- 
trict, Mason county, there is one well 
drilling and in Wayne county, Union 
district, a test well on the George Mc- 
Carty farm is down 900 feet. 


Oil in the Big Injun 

On Wolf run, Clay district, Wetzel 
county, in the Littleton field, the Hope 
Natural Gas Company got a surprise 
when it drilled a well on the John 
Kimble farm into the Big Injun and 
got a good show of oil. The well 
filled up 800 feet with fluid and will 
make a nice producer. This is a new 
departure for that section, this being 
the first well to get so good a show- 
ing in the Big. Injun formation. It 
may be only a freak but it will be the 
incentive for drilling other tests in 
that locality. The scarcity of new 
producing territory has caused oper- 
ators to test out anything that looks 
the least promising. The new find has 
not gas pressure sufficient to make it 
flow and it will be tubed and put to 
pumping. 

On Middle Island creek, Ellsworth 
district, Tyler county, the Melrose Oil 
and Gas Company’s No. 3 on the Pat- 
rick Crowe farm, completed two 
months is proving something of a sud- 
prise. When first drilled through the 
sand and shot it did not show for bet- 
ter than a light pumper but has been 
steadily increasing its production and 
is now producing from 35 to 40 bbls. a. 
day with a good deal of regularity. It 
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the Melrose company will do some 
more work in that locality. The first 
well on the farm started at 200 bbls. 
a day, the second was a very. light 
pumper and all other tests drilled in 
the showing made by the first well 
proved failures. 

In Grant district, Wetzel county, 
there is a little new work starting. 
In the Fallen Timber Run country 
there is a little new work starting. 
Early in the year the prospects for a 
new pool and considerable activity 
were promising, but the territory did 
not show commendable regularity and 
for that reason lease holders became 
skeptical. While the investors do not 
condemn the territory, none seem to 
be enthusiastic as to a speedy develop. 
ment of the pool. 

‘For some weeks Roane county has 
not been completing as many wells as 
formerly. The new production is not 
sufficient to show an increase. How- 
ever, this county will be the most ac- 


tive in development work of any in || 


West Virginia during the winter 
months. Calhoun county has an in- 
crease in operations. 

None of the shallow sand districts 
have anything to offer that would in- 
spire greater activity. Light wells 
are the rule in all sections. Ritchie 
county has less new work starting 
than at any time since the early part 
of the year. Wood and Pleasants 
counties are quiet and the only activity 
in Tyler is in the gas area in. the 
eastern. edge of the county. It looks 
now as though the year would close 
without this county having furnished 
a single new pool, the first time in 
more than a decade. 

In the deep sand districts, Harrison, 
‘Lewis, Doddridge, Marion and Monon- 
galia counties, the gas companies are 
still fairly active. Most of the larger 
companies are well fortified with a 
supply to meet the winter’s demands 
and are beginning to slow down de- 
velopment work. A good deal of the 
work under way and starting is of the 


experimental kind looking for new/ 


fields. 
The Buckeye Fields. 


The deep sand territory in south- 
eastern Ohio continues to be the only 
attraction of any consequence in the 
Buckeye fields. New wells are coming 
in with a good deal of regularity and 
incidentally some very good producers. 
The production of the south and south- 
west extension in Coal township, Perry 
county and Falls Gore township, 
Hocking county, is steadily increasing 
and without a doubt will go higher. 
Since operations began, development 
work has been confined principally to 
an east and west line, but there is 
now an inclination to test to the north 
and south of it, and a good deal of 
test work has been started. By tke 
end of the month the field will show 
more work under way than. at any 
time since the first well was completed 
in the extension. The week just closed 
completed some very good producers, 
the Chartiers Oil Company’s No. 21 
on the Hocking Products Company’s 
property having an initial production 
of 250 bbls. 

Of the producing area of the exten- 
sion there is some doubt. To the east 
and northeast there is scarcely a hope 
for an extension. In other directions 
the test wells now drilling and start- 
ing will furnish interesting informa- 
tion. The Fisher Oil Company, a large 
holder of territory, but not up to this 
time active in development work, is 
‘starting an important test on the L. 
Howdyshell farm, north of production 
in Falls Gore township. 

Shallow Sand Territory. 

In none of the shallow sand districts 
was anything discovered to call for 
special mention. In Morgan county 
there is still a good deal of work, not a 
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little of the experimental kind. The ef- 
forts made to extend the producing 
limits of the pool in Penn township 
have resulted in many dry holes. In a 
number of townships, in Washington | 
county, there is still a good deal of 
work under way and starting. It is 
nearly all located inside of defined 
limits. . 
Pennsylvania. 

The southwest Pennsylvania fields 
failed to supply any interesting de- 





velopments. In Greene county, the 
Sheridan Oil and Gas Company com-| 
pleted a second test on the N. J. Head-| 
ley farm and did not get better than} 
a 15 or 20-bbl. producer. This was a} 
disappointment for the reason that the 
first well on the farm had a high ini- 
tial production. At Canonsburg, town 
lot development is very active. 
D. S. W. 


CALIFORNIA. 
COALINGA PICKING UP. 








LOS ANGELES, Dec. 7.—AS pre- 
dicted at the start, the band of jump- 
ers who entered locations and went ta 
the expense of building a rig in the 
fashionable Wilshire district near the 
Salt Lake field have come to grief, it 
being proven upon examination of the 
records that they didn’t have a “foot 
to stand on.” These episodes afford 
momentary and fleeting sensation and 
possibly make interesting reading for 
a brief moment, but to people who 
are constantly seeking an opportunity 
to wrest away the rignts of others 
who believe they are in legal posses- 
sion of lands there seems to be po 
sense of feeling for those who are put 
to a great amount of annoyance and 
at times considerable expense iM 
showing up a clear title. It is sincere- 
ly hoped, however, that the cost to 
the trespassers is commensurate 
enough to cause them to stop and 
think for awhile before starting on an- 
other campaign. 

Quite a little new work is going on 
in the Coalinga field, and there is a 
better feeling for the future than has 
been experienced for several months, 
especially among the oil workers. The 
United Development Company in sec- 
tion 19-20-15 has started work on its 
well No. 3, which has been tied up 
for some time, and it will soon be 
completed. The company is planning 
to do much new development work. 
The K. T. & O. Oil Company while 
not expanding its operations to the 
extent that was anticipated some 
months ago, is still doing a lot of 
work. In section 7-20-15 the company 
have spudded in well No. 39 and has 
lumber on the ground for two new 
rigs. The company has brought in 
well No. 78 in section 19-20-15, which 
will make at least 300 bbls. a day. 
The American Petroleum Company is 
building four new rigs in section 6-20- 
15. On section 8-20-15 the California 
Coalinga has completed a new well 
which will make 125 bbls. a day. In 
section 2-20-15 the W. K. Oil Company 
has started spudding. 

The Canadian-Coalinga well in 18- 
21-15 continues breaking out and sev- 
eral flows, which invariably choke up 
with sand, have been made. It is evi- 
dent that a large producer will evenr- 
ually result. The well is being shut 
in preparatory to holding it under 
pressure, as experience has proven 
that this method will have to be adopt- 
ed in order to get avreliable and 
steady flow. 

This method was long since adopted 
by the Murphy Oil Company in the 
Coyote Hills, where for more than 4 
year it experimented with its large 
producer before the flow was brought 
under control, by confining it to a 
quarter inch pipe under 550 pounds 
pressure at the casing head. 

The Canadian-Coalinga well puts out 





a fine gravity oil, which is in demand. 
There is more interest in this partic- 
ular section at the present time than 
has been shown in any part of the 
field. For many months past opera- 
tions have been going on here, and 
while favorable reports have come 
from time to time, interest had be- 
come somewhat lukewarm, as many 
had reason for discouragement. 

The prospect now for the south 
field is much brighter and it is stated 
that the parties interested in the Blair 
well in section 14-21-15, who have 
been drilling for nearly three years, 
feel greatly encouraged, Scott Blair, 
after whom the company is named, 
was formerly an Oil City boy, and has 
large interests here, where many 
thousands of dollars have been spent. 
The first hole was lost, while the sec- 
ond well, now being drilled, is over 
4,000 feet deep. Their property is four 
miles east. ? 

The Turner Oil Company well No. 
3 in section 2-20-15, is 2,950 feet in 
8% inch casing and making good pro- 
gress. Its two other wells are making 
500 bbls. a day. The oil is 21 gravity 
and is marketed to the Standard Oil 
Company. In section 12 Wilcox & 
Fleischacker are over 4,460 feet deep. 
This is in a new part of the field ana 
near the Mohawk well, which came 
in 18 months ago, showing better than 
2,000 bbls. a day of high gravity oil. 
said to be 32 degrees. 

In the Midway the Mammoth Oil 
Company is preparing to start two 
new wells. The company has con- 
tracts with the Standard. A fire dur- 
ing the latter part of the week des- 
troyed the rig of No. 3 in section 31- 
31-23, just as the hole was reaching 
the oil sand. A large producer is be- 
ing looked for in this well. 

Section Twenty-five Oil Company, 
has brought in its No. 3, which will 
be good for 200 bbls. a day. This 
makes a total of 21 wells on the com- 
pany’s producing list. The well was 
completed at 1,550 feet. This com- 
pany keeps two rigs in advance and 
the tools will be removed to one of 
these. 

There are some indications of ac- 
tivity in the Barstow-Kramer district. 
As yet no oil has been discovered, but 
there is a persistency in developments 
here that is worthy of future reward. 
This district has been extensively ex- 
vloited among eastern investors, but 
it is a safe proposition to let alone till 
more satisfactory results have been 
ascertained. Wells have been drilled 
to a depth of 3,000 feet, and it is 
claimed that oil of the paraffin base 
has been discovered, but these reports 
should be taken with great allowance. 

In La Habra Valley. 


While the usual optimism that ac- 
companies development work in all 
parts of the state is being shown in 
the Fullerton field, it is well to know 
that a great deal of uncertainty still 
exists regarding the outcome of many 
wells now drilling throughout the La 
Habra valley. It is true that tte 
Standard Oil Comnany have five wells 
now drilling in different parts of the 
field, but it is freely admitted that 
all of them are extra hazardous, and 
the opinion is expressed that not 
more than one or two of these will 
make good. The field is old, and 
some parts of it have been under de- 
velopment over 35 years. In all parts 
of the newly developed territory that 
is now being exploited what success 
has been attained has been at ex- 
tremely low depths, and in many in- 
stances where oil has been found it 
is not in sufficient quantities to just- 
ify operating. In fact nothing but a 
flowing well can be taken under con- 
sideration at a depth of 4,000 feet, at 
which point most have had to go that 
deep. 

In the old Olinda and Puente hills 


districts there is no denying the fact 


that many good wells have been 
found and within the lines of proven 
territory among the various locations 
that still remain undeveloped enough 
new production is found to offset the 
decline of older wells. 


There has been a perceptible in- 
crease in the Brea Canyon district 
during the past year, but this can be 
readily accounted for in the remark- 
able production brought on by the 
Menges, Columbia, Orange and Fuller- 
ton .oil companies, the Menges well 
alone producing an average of 2,500 
bbls. a day for months, and the other 
companies mentioned holding up to a 
most remarkable degree. 


The Puente field, classed in the 
monthly oil reports as separate from 
the Fullerton field, is in reality a part 
of the field, although separated by a 
range of mountains. It is one of the 
oldest fields in the state, and its out- 
lines have been very generally de- 
fined. The fields of Whittier, Coyote 
Hills, Olinda, Fullerton, Brea Canyon 
and Puente have been gradually clos- 
ing together, and at times it is a hard 
matter for field men to classify new 
wells to their proper location, as they 


are all scattering. The Puente field | 


lies on the summit of the Puente hills 
and is west of the Brea developments. 
There are 56 wells producing and all 
are owned by the Puente Oil Com- 
pany. The production of the entire 
56 wells amounts to less than 100 bbls. 
a day. The company cares for its 
own oil, which is run by gravity 
through a pipe line to Chino, some 30 
miles east, where the company has a 
refinery with three 300-bbl. stills. Be- 
sides this property the company also 
has production at Olinda and contract 
with other companies for oil. The 
oil produced at Puente stands an 
average gravity test of 30 degrees, 
and the territory is generally shallow, 
although some deep wells have been 
drilled without special results over 
shallow drilling. 


“Clarence J. Berry, owner of the 
Mammoth wells in the Midway field, 
states that No. 1, which held a rec- 
ord of 12,000 bbls. a day for several 
weeks, after undergoing cleaning is. 
now making an average of 700 bbls. a 
day; No. 2 is making 300 bbls. and 
No. 3, which is expected in in a few 
days, is being looked forward to as 
another large well, every indication 
pointing that way. Mr. Berry, being 
a practical oil man, always makes it 
a point to be present and assist in the: 
bringing in of each new well. The 
Ethel D. Company, in the Maricopa: 
field, of which Mr. Berry is the prin- 
cipal owner, has some 15 wells, all of 
which are holding up nicely. 





Work is now under way in explor- 


ing the damage done through the long 
continued flow from the now defunct 
Lakeview gusher, and a cribbed shaft 
has been sunk a distance of 60 feet, 
but as yet no estimate can be made 
as to how far the shaft will have to 
be sunk before it can be ascertained 
how much of the original casing re- 
mains, and if it will be profitable to 
put the well in action again. 

The fact that rights of way have 
been asked and granted to the Stan- 
dard Oil Company across certain 
lands for a pipe line: leading into the 
Lost Hills leads to the rumor that the 
company is contemplating an oil line 
from the field, but the probability is 
that nothing more than a water line 
is wanted at the present time. 
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From St. Louis there are three 
splendidly equipped trains daily, 
leaving at 2:30 p. m., 8:35 p. m. 
and 10:00 p. m. 

From Kansas City there are four 
superb trains leaving every day 
at 11:00 a. m., 5:00 p. m,, 9:35 
p. m., and 11:45 p. m. 


and tt HOUSTON 


The Frisco provides the very best 
fast through service to Houston 
from St. Louis and from Kansas 
City. ‘ , 
There are two trains daily from 
each point. 
Trains from St. Louis leave at 
9:00 a. m. and 8:25 p. m. 
Trains from Kansas City leave at 
5:00 p. m. and 9:35 p. m. 
Finest equipment of electric 
lighted. Pullman sleepers, steel 
chair cars, steel dining cars, serv- 
ing Fred Harvey meals. 


For further facts about fares, 
schedules, etc., write or call on 


A. Hilton, Gen’l Passr. Agt., Frisco Lines 
ST. LOUIS. 
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FOR SALE 


Fifty Second-Hand Cameron, Blake, 
Knowles and Snow Steam Pumps, sizes 
6x3x6 to 7%x3x10. These Pumps are 
in first-class condition, and thoroughly 
guaranteed. For price and other in- 
formation write 


THE OIL WELL SUPPLY CO. 
Oil City, Pa. 














GATE VALVES—Five hundred 6-inch 
standard screw end gate valves, differ- 
ent pone Fc ge Price as they are, $3 each; 

and tested out, $4.50 each; 
ooat new, $7.50. Gulf Pipe Line Com- 
pany, Beaumont, Texas. 


DRILLING RIG—One complete, eigh- 
teen-inch rotary and eighty- -five foot 
derrick, 6,000 feet rotary pipe. Outfit 
new, used two months. Owner, Fred- 
eric Camors, New Orleans, La. 


FOR SALE—One 35 H. P. Bessemer 
Direct Driven Gas Engine Compressor. 
Good as new. Used only a few months. 
Big bargain. For price, address Box 
124, Tulsa, Okla. 


FOR SALE—PIPE—About 20,000 feet 
of 55-inch casing, also 4-inch line pipe, 
all in good condition. Write us for prices. 
Baur Window Glass Company, Eaton, 
Indiana. 

















BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


NORTH TEXAS wil! soon rival OKLA- 
HOMA. ELECTRA and PETROLIA are 
proven oil fields. 


PUTNAM 


just to the Southwest, is now holding 
the board. The Texas Co., The Pure Oil 
Co., The Corsicana Drilling Co. and sev- 
eral individuals are leasing every acre 
they can hereabout. WHY NOT 
Deiay may mean PAYING FAT BO- 
NUSES. BE WISE. For map and par- 
ticulars address Max Elser, Putnam, Cal- 
lahan Co., Texas. 


CRUDE OIL—We desire the names of 
responsible oil and refining companies in 
Kansas and Illinois who are in position 








to load tank cars with crude oil or 
a. Address J. B., care The Jour- 
nal, 





CARBON BLACK PRODUCERS— 
Would like to have a complete list of 
carbon black producers in various oil 
producing sections, particularly concerns 
who have started within the last three 
yerre. Address T, P. S., care The Jour- 
na! 


OIL FIELD MANAGER—Both home 
and foreign experience with hydraulic 
and cable tool drilling. University grad- 
uate in mechanical engineering. Open 
for position after Dec. 15. Box 521, Ard- 
more, Pa. 

DEVELOPMENT — Company holding 
upwards of 50,000 acres of promising oil 
territory in Central Ohio fields wishes 
to arrange with responsible parties to 
sink wells on shares. Address Holding 
Company, care the Journal. 


WANTED—A good, reliable drill man 
to sink a well in developed territory 
1,000 feet deep. For part payment, in- 
terest in company is offered, personal 
property to the amount of $3, 000 on the 
ground and 4,000 acres of leased land 
in company. Exceptionally good pros- 
pects already developed. A bonanza for 
the right party. Other oil companies 
are now leasing in same locality. Ad- 
dress . Gassen, Secretary, Sun- 
flower Coal, Gas and Oil Company, Ax- 
tell, Kas. 


PRODUCTION WANTED 


SHALLOW SAND—Production in the 
shallow sand field of Oklahoma. Ad- 
dress with particulars, Box 487, Nowa- 
ta, Okla. 

PROPERTY FOR EXCHANGE—A 2- 
acre block improved inside property, in 
Pittsburg, Pa. Price $85,000. Will ex- 
change for Oklahoma oil production. M. 
J. Glass & Co., Tulsa, Okla. 


POSITION WANTED 


WANT POSITION with Supply House. 
Understand Cable and Rotary’ goods. 
Fhe years’ experience... Employed. Ad- 
dress X. care of Oil and Gas Journal. 


INFORMATION WANTED 


WANTED—To know address of Fred 
Tefteller and Thos. Randall, drillers, 
once employed by Josey & Hamill, San 
Antonio. Reply to “0. acs this office, 
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ELECT NEW OFFICERS. 





At a meeting of the Ohio Oil Com- 
pany, a former subsidiary of the 
Standard Oil Company, held at Find- 
lay, O., December 9, the reorganiza- 
tion was effected to comply with the 
ruling of the United States Supreme 
Court. F. S. Bates, of Findlay, O., 
and James W. Kerr, Marshall, IIL, 
were Mected directors to succeed 
John D. Archbold and A. C. Bedford, 
of New York. The new directorate 
consists of James C. Donnell, R. J. 
Berry, Otto D. Donnell and F S. Bates, 
of Findlay, O., and James K. Kerr, of 
Marshall, Ill. The following officers 
were elected: James C. Donnell, 
former vice president and general 
manager, as president, succeeding 
Mr. Archbold, and James W. Kerr, as 
vice president, succeeding Mr. Don- 
nell, the latter to continue as general 
manager. On account of the compli- 
cation of voting fractional shares the 
directors were elected only on the 
vote of those holding full shares. Mr. 
Donnell, the newly elected president, 
and his son Otto D, have been at 
Findlay the past 20 years, going to 
that point from Erie county, Pa. 
Messrs. Bates and Berry went to Find- 
lay from the Oil City offices and Mr. 
Kerr was also formerly a Pennsyl- 
vania man. 





PATENTS RECENTLY GRANTED. 





The following recently granted pat- 
ents of interest to the oil trade, are 
reported expressly for The Oil and 
Gas Journal by Joseph M. Nesbit, pat- 
ent attorney, Park building, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., from whom printed copies 
may be procured for 15 cents each: 


Measuring liquid pump, R. F. Diser- 
nes, Fort Wayne, Ind., assignor to 
Wayne Oil Tank and Pump Company, 
same place, 1,009,725. 

Gas well construction, G. H. Train- 
er, Salem, W. Va., 1,009,943. 

Gusher and blow-out preventer, E. 
L. Savoie, New Iberia, La., 1,009,998. 

Working barrel for pumps, C. A 
Waitz, Rouseville, Pa., 1,010,098. 

Pump rod connection, H. R. Wieck 
and W. L. Larson, Agate, N. D., 1, 
010,334. 

Well drilling machine, Truman Mc- 
Cord and W. C. Bigler, am, ra... 1, 
010,507. 

Portable derrick, J. L. Tava, Chi- 
cago, Ill, 1,010,530. 

Oil filter, H. E. Haller, Pittsburgh, 
assignor to National Valve and Manu- 
facturing Company, same place, 1,010- 
622, 

Packing for pump plungers, J. F. 
Schiller, Philadelphia, Pa., 1,010,691. 

Packing ring, H. B. Karlin, Stock- 
holm, Sweden, assignor to De Laval 
Steam Turbine Company, New York, 
1,010,770. 

Splicing tool, Joseph Schutter, 
Silver Springs, N. Y., 1,010,963. 

Well bucket, J. C. Huckaby and T. 
L. McMinn, Gunterville, Ala., 1,011,-: 
058. 

Boring machine, W. H. Washburn, 
Wildwood, N. J., 1,011,098. 

Apparatus for transporting oil, E. 
N. Mills, San Francisco, Cal., 1,008,980. 

Lifting rig, T. J. Ehrhart, Sheep 
ranch, Cal., 1,009,140. 

Casing tongs, Walter Lewin, Coalin- 
ga, Cal., 1,008,654. 

Oil well packers (2), P. H. Mack, 
Bradford, Pa., assignor to Oil Well 
Supply Company, Pittsburgh, 1,009, 
327 and 1,009,328. 

Well casing, B. U. Hiester, Grand 
Ridge, Ill., 1,009,515. 

Walking beam, R. V. Longtine, Taft, 
Cal., 1,009,537, 

Well drill, S. D. Wham, Elgin, Okla., 
1,006,160. 

Under-reamer, J. M. Delmore, Piru, 
Cal., 1,006,446, 








“YOU BUY THE BEST WHEN YOU BUY THE BESSEMER” . 








For Your Convenience 


In obtaining information regarding 
Bessemer Products, 


The Bessemer Gas Engine Co. 
Maintain their own offices in 


Pittsburg, Pa., 
Parkersburg, W. Va., 
Bremen, Ohio, 
Robinson, IIl., 
Bartlesville, Okla., 
Tulsa, Okla., 
and other towns and cities. 


Warehouses throughout the fields afford quick delivery of 
Bessemer Gas Engines, Powers, Reverse Clutches, etc. Com- 
plete Power Plants installed. Use the nearest branch office or 
write 


THE BESSEMER GAS ENGINE CO. 


18 to 28 LINCOLN AVENUE 
GROVE CITY, PA. 
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IS NOT AN EXPERIMENT 


because there are more than 
1,000 now in operation. 3 


No screwed joints. Flexible 
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in design, because either 
2%, 3 or 4-inch pipe of 
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any weight made can be 


used for leg sections, thus 
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Manufactured exclusively by 
LEE GC. MOORE & CO. 
Incorporated 
STEVENSON BLDG., PITTSBURG, PA., U.S. A. 
Special Agents for 


HAZARD WIRE LENES 


for Oil and Gas field use. 
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insuring strength to cover 

all requirements. 

No cast iron or rivets used. 
Write for 

Bulletins 4 to 10, 

CABLE ADDRESS, “OILOGIST” CODE, BEDFORD McNEILL 
FREDERICK G. CLAPP 
CONSULTING GEOLOGICAL ENGINEER 
SPECIALIST IN OIL AND GAS PROBLEMS 
331 FOURTH AVENUE PITTSBURGH, PA. 
























































































24 


THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL. 


Thursday, 

















[c 


] | GAS—LIGHT, HEAT AND POWER 





| ] 











PITTSBURG STOCK MARKET 





PITTSBURG, Pa., Dec. 11—-The- past 
week shows a slowing up in the trad- 
ing in natural gas and oil securities, 
6,000 shares of stock and $9,325 in 
bonds being the transactions. 

Manufacturers Light and Heat sold 
up to 26 prior to the dividend payment 
of 37% cents per share and at 25% 
and 25% ex-dividend, with sales of 
3,239 shares. There is much talk of 
higher figures on expectation of an 
early increased .dividénd rate, which 


does not look probable for some 
months to come. It closed at 25% bid; 
25% asked. 


Pure Oil common holds firm around 
8%, the majority of the sales of 2,250 
shares being made at 9. During 1911 
this stock has paid over 15 per. cent 
and if expectations are realized will do 
better in 1912. It closed at 8% bid; 
9 asked. 

Union Natural Gas shows one small 
sale of 20 shares at 134%, a quarter 
higher than the previous sale. Trad- 
ing in this stock has been quiet as 
holders are expecting news of the De- 
troit deal which should benefit the 
company when put through. It closed 
at 133% bid; offered 135. 

Oklahoma Natural Gas’ has_ been 
very quiet, two trades amounting to 
155 shares having been made at 67. 
Dividend action is due in January and, 
while business has increased, it is 
doubtful if the dividend rate will be 
higher at that time but should come 
later. 

Ohio Fuel Supply made a new high 
mark for the year of 45, an advance of 
% this week on sales of 226 shares, 
buying being better than the selling 
and bids advanced to fill orders. It 
closed at 44%; offered at 45. 

Ohio Fuel Oil, while less active in 
trading than for several weeks, gained 
% point on sales of 265 shares, selling 
from 9 to 9%, closing at 9% bid and 
9% asked. 

Ohio Fuel Debs. were in demand at 
99% with total sales of $9,325. Closed 
at 99% bid; offered at 99%. 

Osage and Oklahoma have been 
traded in privately at 30 to 30% and 
with continued inquiries should sell 
higher. 

Arkansas Natural shows some trades 
in both bonds and stocks, at 14 to 16 
for the latter, and bonds at prices vary- 
ing with maturity. 

Dominion Gas holds firm at 112 to 
115, with no trading. The November 
net earnings will be the largest in the 
history of the company. 

Fayette Gas is strong at 103, with 
very little stock offered at 105. 

National Feul Gas had small sales 
around 200 and is offered at 205. 

Quapaw Gas earnings &’re showing 
up well and some early maturity bonds 
can be had at prices that return good 
investment. I Presse. 


WICHITA STATION BURNED. 





The Caney station of the Wichita 
Natural Gas Company was destroyed 
by fire December 8, entailing a loss of 
$300,000. The station was situated but 
a few miles south of the city of Caney, 
Kan., and was the best equipped com- 
pressor, as well as the largest, in the 
company’s system. Two employes 
were injured, but neither one is badly 
hurt. 

Leaking gas from the 8-inch main, 
under the floor of the station became 
ignited from an electric light wire and 
it was but a few moments until the 


not considered at all serious. 


total loss. 


gas supply. 


rebuild the plant at once. 


gines rendered useless. 


sold not long ago for junk. 


HELD UP LINE. 





A farmer by the name of Hecke- 
thorn, who lives in Wyandot county, 


rations are a menace to the country, 
held up the Lima Natural Gas Com- 
pany and the Medina Gas and Fuel 
Company, which companies are layins 
a joint line from Ashland county to 
supply Lima, O. The lines were start- 
ed west from Mansfield and east from 
Kenton and came up to the boundaries 
of his farm on either side. The farm- 
er, who has two of the Ohio Oil Com- 
pany’s lines crossing his farm, wanted 
a big price for the right to cross with 
the gas line and as the distance was 
only about 1,900 feet and all that re- 
tarded:the connection of: the two lines 
was that little intervening space, the 
company began condemnation pro- 
ceedings and a jury at Upper San- 
dusky awarded Heckathorn $350, the 
amount: the. company offered him in 
the first place for right-of-way. In- 
stances of this kind are numerous in 
Ohio and where there is a good chance 
to hold up a line in the hope of get- 
ting a good round sum;’the diplomacy 
of the talented genius» who smoothes 
out the wrinkles in pipe line: con. 
struction usually is of no avail and the 
courts have to be resorted. to. 


STILL KNOCK SUPPLY. 





The report of Prof. P: F. Walker, of 
the department of engineering at the 
University of Kansas, to the Public 
Utilities Commission of Kansas City 
on the piping of facilities from the 
gas fields runs in about ‘the same vein 
as Prof. Erasmus Haworth’s report, ‘in 
which he said that the available sup- 
ply of gas for Kansas City from the 
Kansas and Oklahoma fields would 
last only about three-years. In re- 
gard to making extensions ‘to equip- 
ment, Professor Walker says! in his 
report that the present.equipment is 
sufficient to meet the needs: of the 
territory served: during: all excepting 
a very few weeks in the year. 

During the coming two or three 
years certain pipe line extensions from 
the Grabham station, the southernmost 
station of the company, to the south- 
ern field will be necessary, with the 
probable shifting of some of the field 
station equipment in the local fields 
in the Altoona and. Chanute districts 
into districts tributary to Grabham, or 
the providing of new equipment for 





station was a mass of flames. One of 


the same in order.to hold. up.intake 








the engineers at the plant went in:to 
try and put the fire out and was quite 
severely. burned, but -his.injuries are 


Before the cutoff could be reached, 
tLe station building was completely 
demolished and the entire outfit a 


Several cities in western Kansas, in- 
cluding Wichita and Hutchinson, to- 
gether with a number of smaller 
towns, depend on-.the Wichita for their 
It is fortunate that the 
weather is moderate and unless there 
is an unexpected change the company 
will be able to handle all the towns, un- 
til the arrival of new machinery which 
has been ordered shipped by express. 
A meeting of the officers of the com- 
pany was held and it was decided to 


It is less than a year ago that the 
Wichita Company lost its Jefferson 
station by fire and the pumps and en- 
That station 
was never rebuilt and the ruins were 


O., and who has the idea that corpo- 


the available gas in shorter time. 


gas through the additional line. 


ing the supply at Kansas 


remedied for a short time. 


line capacities. 


its application to commercial uses. 


of the senior class of the university 
who took notes at the intake and 


bution of gas on November 8, 1911, 
from all stations of the Kansas Nat- 
ural Gas Company’s lines, was 116,- 
310,000 cubic feet for the 24 hours. Of 
that amount Kansas City and vicinity 
got 40.05 per cent of all the gas dis- 
tributed by the company and. Joplin 
got 24,000,000 cubic feet, or 20.62 per 
cent. Joplin is the nearest city of 
importance being supplied by the com- 
pany and is 50 miles from the Grab- 
ham station. Factory gas is furnished 
there at 25 cents per 1,000 feet. 


Another Professor’s Views. 

Prof. D. W. Ohern, director of the 
Oklahoma geological survey, when 
asked in regard to Professor Ha- 
worth’s report, said that while it con- 
tained some good features he could 
not agree as to the gas being exhaust: 
ed in three years at the present rate 
of consumption. For four years Mr. 
Ohern has had direct charge of the 
investigations in the Oklahoma oil 
and gas fields, which are being car- 
ried on by the United States and state 
geological surveys. He said in the 
first place Professor Haworth neglects 
new developments in the oil fields and 
has omitted from consideration entire- 
ly excellent new fields. He shows a 
number of places where good gas wells 
are being brought in and which were 
not mentioned in Professor Haworth’s 
report. He also says that the report 
makes no mention of geological indi- 
cations. for entirely new fields. He 
says he has worked carefully the. ge- 
ology of most of the region east of the 
Osage and that the field shows no 
signs of being exhausted. Professor 
Ohern «says that he is ia hearty ac- 
cord with the idea that if Kansas 
City used more boiler gas and if 
there would be less waste, it would 
work for the eventual good, not only 
of Kansas City; but of the whole coun- 
try affected by the gas supply. 


Want More Facts. 
Alderman Culbertson introduced a 
resolution in the upper house of the 
council of Kansas City asserting that 
the report of Professor Haworth on 
the gas supply in the fields is ques- 
tioned and requesting that the mayor 
have a secret investigation made by a 
“practical man.” On the adoption of 
the’ resolution the vote was a tie 
and on reconsideration was sent to 
Culbertson’s committee. In the low- 
er house a duplicate of Alderman Cul- 
bertson’s resolution was introduced 
by Alderman Shinnick and adopted. 
When it reached the upper house it 





pressure at Grabham. ° To increase the 
capacity of the system will only use up 
On 
the other hand he states that if the 
time limit of supply as give by Prof- 
essor Haworth is correct,. unless new 
fields are discovered, it would take 
about half of the three years to double 
the line to Kansas City and put in 
new equipment sufficient to force the 
He 
further takes. the view that if new 
equipment was installed for increas- 
City it 
would stimulate increased consump- 
tien and the conditions would only be 
However, 
he says that if new fields are discov- 
ered and the output is greatly increas- 
ed in the field the city should insist 
on extensions and additions to the 
It is his opinion that 
the use of gas should be restricted in 


According to figures which were 
compiled with the aid. of the members 


compressor stations, the total distri- 


mittee. Alderman Shinnick said that 
he believed there was plenty of gas in 
the field and that if a practical man 
were sent out to make an investiga- 
tion he would return with a favor- 
able report. He then read a letter 
from the Henry Gas Company, on a 
part of Haworth’s report, which 
said that the company had plenty of 
gas. to sell but could get the Kansas 
Natural Gas Company to use only a 
part of it. Alderman Foster said that 


people in Kansas City have no faith 
in the report. 

An ordinance fixing a penalty of 
$100 to $500 on the gas company for 
every time the pressure falls below 
five inches water pressure was intro- 
duced in the upper house of -council 
by Alderman Louis Oppenstein and 
was referred to the finance committee. 


OPPOSE RATE REDUCTION. 





The United Gas Improvement Com- 
pany, which operates the Kansas City 
gas plant, and also the Des Moines, Ia. 
gas plant, is having a legal clash with 
the officials of that city before a spec- 
ial master in the federal court on the 
question of rates. The company per- 
sists in exacting a rate of $1 a thous- 
and cubic feet, and the city is demand- 
‘ing a reduction to 90 cents a thousand. 

The controversy has been going on 
for a long while, and both sides have 
introduced expert testimony regarding 
the two rates from a standpoint of 
financial profits. For the last two 
weeks the special master has been 
hearing the arguments of the res- 
pective sides, and in due course of 
time he will report his findings to the 
federal judge of the Des Moines dis- 
trict. 

The company is not asking for a 
franchise, or a renewal as its present 
franchise has still a number of years 
of life. The reduction in rates is ask- 
ed on the theory that the city has the 
power to regulate them. 


SEFK TO OUST COMPANY 





TOPEKA, Dec. 12.—The State Utili- 
ties Commission today brought suit in 
the supreme court to oust the Kansas 
Natural Gas Company and collect a 
half million dollars in penalties for 
violating the anti-trust law. 


The cities affected are Topeka, 
Olathe, Lawrence, Atchison, Leaven- 
worth, Iola, Elk City and Ottawa. The 
suits are preliminary to others which 
will be commenced in the counties in 
which the gas company operates. 

The first of these was begun in 
Shawnee county, asking for penalties 
of nearly $100,000, being the fine of 
$100 a day since April, 1909, when the 
company began business in Topeka. 
Papers were filed with the district 
clerk at Independence in which the at- 
torney general seeks to collect penal- 
ties to the amount of $81,000 from the 
Kansas Natural Gas Company and the 
Elk City Oil and Gas Company. 

The action is brought on account of 
an alleged contract between the two 
companies whereby the attorney gen- 
eral holds that it is in a sense in re- 
straint of trade, the language of the 
eontract being such that there can be 
no competition in the gas business in 
Elk City. The penalty in such caseg 
is placed by law at $100 per day and 
Mr. Dawson has it figured up that it 
amounts at the present time to $81,000. 
Incindentally he asks for an allowance 





was also referred to Culbertson’s com- 


for counsel fees. 


he believes that a majority of the' 
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GAS WELLS AT SEA. 





Prof. R. Arnold, geologist, who ar- 
rived at New York last week by the 
Royal Dutch West India steamer 
Marowijne, from South American 
ports and the West Indes, has been 
taking a look at the little island that 
recently rose in the strait between 
Trinidad and Venezuela called the Ser- 
pent’s mouth. He said he had found 
that the islet had been created by the 
_upheaval of the top of a small reef by 
petroleum gas. The islet is not more 
than twenty-five feet wide, but has 
several mudsided craters ~- through 
which ignited gas bursts. The profes- 
sor made many photographs of the 
craters. 


CITY WINS FIGHT. 





Judge Kohlsaat, at Chicago, denied. 
the motion of the People’s Gas Light 
and Coke Company for an injunction 
restraining the city from enforcing 
the lower gas rate, which is embodied 
in an ordinance passed by the city 
council some months ago. It provid- 
es for a rate of 75 cents per 1,000 cub- 
ic feet for one year, 70 cents for the 


next two years and 68 cents for the’ 


next two years. 

Judge Kohlsaat’s decision sends the 
case back to the state courts, but the 
federal court retains jurisdiction. The 
action will give Judge Scanlan the 
right to impound the excess funds paid 
by gas consumers since the ordinance 
went into effect and this money will 
be refunded. 

The present gas rate is 80 cents, 
which was granted under a ruling of. 
Judge Gibbons. When the city insist- 
ed upon the 75-68 cent rate the gas 
company obtained a temporary in- 
junction. Judge Scanlon was about to 
rule on the case when the federal in- 
junction was obtained. 

Corporation Counsel William H. Sex- 
ton had the following to say of the 
decision: “The court has upheld our 
contention that the state court has en- 
tire jurisdiction,” said Mr. Sexton. 
‘Unquestionably we are pleased with 
the result, though we always felt con- 
fident as to the outcome of the suit. 

“The next step to be taken now is 
before Judge Scanlon. He has with- 
held his decision pending the dispo- 
sition of this matter. The suit before 
Judge Kohlsaat was filed seventeen 
hours before the time Judge Scanlon 
would have made known his-ruling in 
the state court.” P 

Judge Kohlsaat said in part: 

“It will be noted that the parties 
to the suit of the city in the circuit 
court and those now before this court 
have changed places; that no attempt 
in terms is here made to restrain pro- 
ceedings in the former case, and that 
the relief sought, though closely al- 
lied, is yet strictly identical with that 
asked for in the state court. 

“This court may, therefore, not de- 
cline to take jurisdiction of this suit, 
the ultimate object of which is to as- 
certain whether the ordinance fixing 
the pricé of gas is in fact a taking of 
property without due process of law, 
and if so, to deal with it as such.” 


A NEW MOVE. 





The Commercial Gas Company, of 
Coffeyville, Kas., which made applica- 
tion for a franchise to furnish natural 
gas to manufacturing establishments 
in Coffeyville, at a maximum rate of 
seven cents per 1,000 cubic feet and 
then withdrew its application, will 
supply the different concerns but in 
a way where it will not he under mu- 
nicipal regulation. 

It is the intention of the company 
to pipe its gas to the city limits and 
the concerns wishing to connect with 
the line will have to make extensions. 
At a hearing before the commission- 
ers recently the Rea-Patterson Milling 





Company applied for permission to lay 
a line to the city limits connecting 
with the Commercial company’s main. 
Attorney Tom Hanlon appearing for 
the Milling company stated that if 
the company had the assurance that 
the city was willing an ordinance 
would be introduced at the next meet- 
ing of the commissioners asking for 
the privilege of extending the line and 
the company would begin preliminary 
work at once. Mr. Hanlon declared 
that he knew nothing of any arrange- 
ments the gas .company had made 
with other concerns but thought that 
his company would use the most of 
the Commercial Company’s output. No 
decisive action was taken in the mat- 
ter. 


GET FRANCHISE EXTENSION 





The Busch-Everett Syndicate of St. 
Louis has been granted a five year ex- 
tension of their franchise to supply 
New Orleans with natural gas from 
the Caddo field, provided an imme- 
diate payment of $50,000, guaranteed 
upon the granting of the original 
franchise and declared forfeited, is 
made. 

This action was taken at a meeting 
of the New Orleans City council. Har- 
ry B. Hawes, representing the syndi- 
cate, was before the council in the 
interest of the extension. Following a 
speech by him the extension was vot- 
ed unanimously. ; 

The guarantee of $50,000 was to 
have been forfeited unless gas was 
piped there by January 2, 1912. 


WILL EXTEND TOLEDO LINES. 


Extensions of the natural gas mains 
are to be made to supply newer sec- 
tions of Toledo, according to J. W. 
McMahon, manager of the Northwest- 
ern Ohio Natural Gas Company. These 
plans include the extension of the 
pipe lines to Harvard terrace, which 
now contains 110 homes. 

The company may extend its ser- 
vice ,to neighboring villages after 
growing sections of Toledo are taken 
care of, Mr. McMahon said. Ross- 
ford and Walbridge have been asking 
for natural gas, and the company will 
consider supplying them. 


HEARING THIS WEEK. 


The Ohio Public Service Commis- 
sion will hear the case this week of 
the increase in gas rates affecting 
Steubenville and 22 eastern Ohio 
cities and villages. The companies 
proposing the increases in rates are 
the Ohio Valley Gas Company, The 
Tri-State Gas Company, the Wheeling 
Natural Gas Company and the Wetzel 
Gas Company. The increase proposed 
is from 25 cents to 30 cents per 1,000 
cubic feet. The hearing will be held 
at Steubenville. 





GAS NOTES. 


Pine Bluff, Ark., is now being sup- 
plied with natural gas, it having been 
turned into the mains about ten days 
ago. Where the price of artificial gas 
was $2.20 per 1,000 cubic feet the 
natural product is selling for 43 cents 
per 1,000. 2 

The Coshocton Gas Company filed 
an answer at Columbus, O., to the 
state’s petition for the collection of 
excise taxes on gross receipts of the 
company, which were alleged to have 
been $93,552 in 1910. The answer 
alleges that its gross receipts -were 
only $28,000 and that more than $64,- 
000 were receipts chargeable to the 
Buckeye Gas and Fuet Company, with 
which the defendant corporation oper- 
ated. : 

The Arkansas Natural Gas Company 
is laying lines in Sheridan, Ark., and 
within a short-time the inhabitants 
will be supplied with natural gas from 
the Louisiana -field. Nearly all the 


‘ic per gallon more. 





citizens will use the gas and it is said. 


that many farmers along the line are 
anxiously awaiting the time when it 
will be furnished to their homes, 
which the gas company officials say 
will be done in the near future. 
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NEW YORK, Dec. 11.—A feature ir 
the market during the week was the 
recovery of the substantial shrinkage 
in business noted in the preceding 
week and sales covered mostly large 
lines of refined oil in cases. In the 
petroleum products, however, a fur- 
ther cessation in the demand led to 
Wecreases in orders, with heavy 
shrinkages, principally in naphtha and 
gasoline. Prices covering the entire 
list of refined petroleum and products 
remain unchanged, with quotations on 
illuminating nominal in sympathy 
with cuts on large contracts, due to 
competition in foreign markets. 

Owing to the better demand for oil 
carriers, charters for the week just 
ended show a satisfactory gain over 
the total for the preceding week. Fix- 
tures included a steamer, 135,000 cas- 
es, December-January loading for 
two ports, Japan at 22%c; steamer 
Knight Companion, 200,000 cases, 
December-January loading at private 
terms. The total charters for petro- 
jeum and products, covering crude, 
refined and products reduced to crude 
equivalent for the week ending De- 
cember 7, aggregated 635,000 barrels, 


Jcovering crude and refined, in bulk, 


arrels, cases, etc., which show a 
marked increase over the total for 
the preceding week. 

Transactions in petroleum and pro- 
ducts, as outlined in the weekly re- 
view below, are based on terms deliv- 
ered vessel, free on board New York 
or Philadelphia, covering 200 case lots 
and upward and 200-barrel lots and 
upward, unless otherwise _ specified. 
Prices named are for standard white 
oil, water white oil bringing the usual 
Increased inquir- 
ies for refined in bulk, resulted in 
larger orders, covering over 295,000 
barrels, while in barreled oil sales 
were small, at 3.85 and 7.35 per gal- 
lon, respectively for cargo lots. A 
renewal of the demand for refined in 
cases, led to large sales aggregating 
over 520,000 cases (each case contain- 
ing two five gallon cans, 110 fire test 
oil.) Of this amount full cargo lots 
comprised about 430,000 cases booked 
at 8.85c, while the balance covering 
3;000 case lots and upward, aggregated 
over 90,000 cases, changed hands at 
9c per gallon. Naphtha attracted less 
attention, sales aggregating only 
5,000 cases, showing a substantial de- 
crease with orders booked at 21%4c 
for 73 @ 76 degrees: 14%c for stove 
and 18%c for auto 68 @ 73 degrees 
per gallon. Benzine also suffered a 
further set back in sales, which cov- 
ered some 11,000 cases at 1216c for 58 
‘@ 62 degrees, per gallon. Gasoline 
met with less inquiry and smaller or- 
ders, only some 5,000 cases changing 
hands. at 23%c per gallon for 86 de- 
gree. Lubricating oils also show x2 
slight falling off but sales were fairly 
good, about 25,000 barrels being book- 
‘ed at former prices, as to brand. In 
gas oil more interest was displayed 
and about 7,000 barrels (in bulk) were 
traded in. Little was done in fuel 
oil with orders unimportant. 

Clearances of petroleum at New 
York, compiled in gallons, from Jan- 
uary 1 to December 7, 1911, amount 
to 836,798,302, showing a gain of 111,- 
926,211 gallons, compared with the 
same time in 1910. Clearances at 
Philadelphia, from January 1 to De- 
cember 7, 1911, aggregated about 
324,000,000 gallons, showing an in- 
crease of some 35,000,000 gallons 





compared with the total for the same 
time last year. 

Private advices by cable and by 
mail note few changes of importance 
in the leading European petroleum 
markets and oil fields abroad. Re- 
petitions of cuts in quotations to se- 
cure large contracts covering illumi- 
nating oil by American refiners and 
oil syndicates abroad, are still ap- 
parent. In London and _ Liverpool 
prices of American and Russian ker- 
osene have weakened owing to an in- 
crease of supplies. Tne situation in 
Russia remains practically unchanged 
and prices of crude oil in the ‘Baku 
market have not varied. Drilling by 
the producers in the Baku fields is 
not being pushed, notwithstanding the— 
fact that stocks of crude oil continue 
decidedly small. High prices of fuel 
oil led to railroads asking the govern- 
ment by petition to allow them to im- 
port in the neighborhood of approxi- 
mately 28,000,000 poods of crude oil, 
duty free, for consumption by the rai!- 
roads. Notwithstanding a_ strong 
vrotest to the government by the pro- 
ducers to deny the railroads the re- 
quest made, the ministry appears to ba 
in favor in.the petition and develop- 
ments are awaited with keen intérest. 
The Galician market for crude oil re- 
mains steady with a slight increase 
noted on parcels for prompt delivery, 
Jue to further shrinkage in the pro- 
duction in several important fields. 
Nothing new in reference to the Aus- 
trian combination of refiners is report- 
ed. In the Roumanian market, notk- 
ing of special interest has. developed. 
Export trade continues fair but low 
prices are still apparent. Slight de 
clines in prices on American ease oil 
and Burmah oil in bulk, is noted in 
the Bombay market, while in Karachi 
no changes have been effected. In 
Caleutta slight irregularities are also 
noted. At Yokohoma and Shanghai, 
quotations on American oil in cases 
and in bulk and Eastern in bulk, clos- 
ed unchanged. 

The following table gives the charters 
for petroleum, covering refined, crude, 
naphtha, etc., in bulk, barrels, cases, etc., 
reduced to crude equivalent, with daily 
averages, compiled in barrels, for the 


week ending December 7, and since De- 
cember 1, 1911: 


Dec Day Since Dec. 1. Average 
1 152,857 eed. to (+ gates 
2 101,767 254,624 127,312 
4 119,048 373,672 93,418 
5 111,746 485,418 97,084 
6 79,365 564,783 94,130 
7 70,056 637,839 91,120 


The clearances of petroleum at the port 
of New York for the week ended Decem- 
ber 7, and since January 1, 1911, with 
comparative figures, are as follows: 


Week. Since Jan.1. 1910 





Refined .. 4,519,506 584,462,661 525,110,762 
Crude - 1,237,709 39.599.517 34,924,662 
Naphtha .. 3,047,452 78,790,845 54,750,536 
Benzine 105.600 21.326,500 5,950,506 
Gasoline .. 48.500 14.970,759 20,767,920 
Lub, oils.. 416,138 94,981.450 80,938.934 
Min. oils.. 3,650 2,666,570 2,428,771 

Totals ...9,378,555 836,798,302 724,872,091 


RULING ON METER DEPOSIT. 





Gas consumers who are required to 
put up a cash deposit or makea bond 
for a meter are not required to put 
up money or make such bond in ex-. 
cess of: the consumption of gas and 
electricity for the preceding six 
weeks, according to a ruling of the 
corporation commission at Oklahoma 
City in the complaint of W. L. Peck 
and J. H. Beatty against the Okla 
homa Gas and Electric Company. The 
order says: 

“In all cases where a cash deposit 
is required, such deposit can be made . 
in a good bond or cash at the elec- 
tion of the depositor, and such bond 
shall not exceed an amount equal to. 


the consumption of gas or electricity . 


for the previous six weeks.” 


The Panuco Oil Company, of Phil- 
adelphia, Pa., has been incornorated 
fer $100,000. 
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